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Wildlights for Wildlife 
November 6, 2022

Roars & Pours 

October 6  |  November 3

Dinosaurs in the Desert 

October 1, 2022 — April 30, 2023

H O U R S
Now — October 31, 2022
9 a.m. – 5 p.m. (Daily)  |  8 a.m. (Member Early Entry)

November 1 — January 17, 2023
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. (Daily)  |  8 a.m. (Member Early Entry)

ZooLights: November 23 — January 15, 2023
5:30 – 10:30 p.m. (Nightly)

Please note: Encounters, tours and experiences are  

not open until general public hours. Also, we do our  

best to have the majority of our animals in their habitats  

by opening time, but this cannot be guaranteed.
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Our commitment to sustainability extends throughout the 

store design and construction work including eco-friendly 

behind-the-scenes practices to protect our planet, such as:

  •   Zero toxicity paints, stains and inks

  •   Recycled and reusable materials for bins and signs 

  •   The elimination of all unnecessary waste in the fabrication 

and shipment of materials

  •   Store fixtures and merchandising systems created from 

Forest Stewardship Council-certified wood sources

The Gift Shop is being  

RENOVATED!
Please visit the Gift Shop inside Savanna Grill 

while construction is in progress.
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Dear Zoo Friends,

At the Phoenix Zoo, we’re 

all about conservation and 

preventing the extinction of 

species… but this fall we’re 

welcoming some extinct 

dinosaurs on their “comeback 

tour” of the Zoo! 

We last had Dinosaurs in the 

Desert in 2017 and they were 

a huge hit with kids and adults 

alike. Over 400,000 visitors 

experienced our dinosaurs back 

then, so we’re excited to bring 

this fun exhibit back to the Zoo 

at a time when we could all use a 

little bit of fun. This time around 

we’ll have some new species like 

the Giganotosaurus, saber-toothed cat, sea scorpion and terror bird. The dinosaurs will be 

on exhibit throughout the Desert Lives Trail from October 1 – April 30, and will be free for 

Members and included with general admission.

There will be a self-guided tour where our visitors can expect to hear the roar of a 

Tyrannosaurus rex or the snarl of a saber-toothed cat, a fossil dig and educational information 

about each dinosaur. 

On October 1 and 2, all Zoo members will have the exclusive opportunity to view a special 

sneak peek of Dinosaurs in the Desert, complete with lots of fun activities for the whole 

family. The weather will be cooling off by then and it will be a perfect time to visit.

I look forward to seeing you at the Zoo!

Sincerely, 

Norberto (Bert) J. Castro
President /CEO

Arizona Center for Nature Conservation / Phoenix Zoo





Narrow-headed Gartersnake

O
ver the course of the summer, the 

Phoenix Zoo welcomed 39 neonate 

narrow-headed gartersnakes across four 

new litters! This threatened native species is part 

of a breeding-for-release program at our Arthur 

L. and Elaine V. Johnson Conservation Center 

(Johnson Conservation Center) in partnership with 

Arizona Game and Fish Department and US Fish 

and Wildlife Service. Born live, each baby snake is 

thinner than a pencil and lighter than a sheet  

of paper.

 

Excitingly, 24 of these little snakes 

were released in August in the Tonto National 

Forest – marking the largest-ever release of this 

species to the wild! Another five were transferred 

to an Arizona Game and Fish Department 

wetland facility in Pinetop and the rest are being 

overwintered at the Johnson Conservation Center 

for future release.

 

Did you know the narrow-headed gartersnake is a 

fish-eating species typically found in and around 

clear, rocky, cool streams in parts of Arizona and 

southern New Mexico? The species was listed as 

threatened under the US Endangered Species Act 

in 2014. A major reason for the narrow-headed 

gartersnake’s decline in the wild is the introduction 

and spread of predatory non-native species that prey 

upon the snakes and deplete the snakes’ native prey. 

New at the Zoo

We’re celebrating several 
important births from 

multiple different species!

The Phoenix Zoo, Arizona Game

and Fish Department, Tonto National 

Forest, and Fish and Wildlife Service staff 

participated in the August release of 

narrow-headed gartersnakes to the wild.
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Black-footed Ferrets

We were also ecstatic to announce the arrival of 21 

endangered black-footed ferret kits at the Johnson 

Conservation Center. The kits make up five litters 

from moms Akoya, Roseanne, Canneles, Vermillion 

and Lady Mary.

“We are thrilled to have another successful black-

footed ferret breeding season and excited for 

these little kits to grow up and contribute to the 

recovery of their species” says Dr. Tara Harris, 

Director of Conservation and Science at the 

Phoenix Zoo.

The Phoenix Zoo is one of six facilities worldwide 

breeding black-footed ferrets for release to 

the wild as part of the Association of Zoos and 

Aquariums’ Black-Footed Ferret Species Survival 

Plan. Black-footed ferrets are considered one 

of North America’s most endangered species. 

Once thought to be extinct in the wild, they 

have returned to their native habitat through 

reintroduction efforts. The Zoo has produced 

over 500 black-footed ferrets in its 30 years of 

involvement with the breeding program, with many 

released back into the wild in prairie grasslands  

in Arizona and other parts of their native range.  

In 2021, thirteen kits born at the Phoenix Zoo  

were reintroduced at sites in Colorado.

For the black-footed ferret kits born in 2022, 

most are nearing adult size after being raised 

by their mothers. In August, we were excited to 

announce the names – Maple, Acacia, Cedar, and 

Willow - chosen by the public for a litter of four 

females born to mom Canneles and dad Juniper. 

These kits and Akoya’s kits recently headed to the 

National Black-footed Ferret Conservation Center 

in Colorado, for potential release to the wild. The 

other kits will remain in the breeding program.
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Greater Flamingo

Our flock is growing! For the first time in Phoenix 

Zoo history, greater flamingo chicks hatched inside 

their habitat on the Africa Trail.

Greater flamingo chicks hatch with white/gray, 

downy feathers and straight bills; they won’t get 

their iconic pink color and hook-shaped bills for 

several years.

Flamingo parents are team players, both helping to 

build the nest, which looks like a mini mud volcano, 

and incubate the egg. Once the greater flamingo 

chick hatches, both parents produce crop milk, 

which is filled with healthy proteins and fats, until 

the chick can eat on its own.

The chicks flock together in large groups called 

crèches and are looked after by a few adults. The 

parents will visit the crèche to feed their chick with 

crop milk. The chicks and their parents are able to 

recognize one another through their distinctive calls.

Follow along with the growth of the chicks on our 

blog at phoenixzoo.org.



Tiger  Rattlesnakes

During the summer, we celebrated World Snake 

Day with the arrival of three tiger rattlesnakes!

Tiger rattlesnakes are found in the southwestern 

United States (including Arizona) and northwestern 

Mexico. They have a gray, lavender, blue-gray, pink 

or buff ground color pattern that turns to pink, pale 

orange or cream on the sides. This species of snake 

gets its name, tiger rattlesnake, from the many 

narrow dorsal crossbands, which create a pattern 

of vertical stripes when viewed from the side. 

They are “live bearers” meaning they do not lay eggs, 

and usually have 2 – 6 offspring called neonates. 

While the neonates are born with a rattle button (a 

skin cap on the tip of their tail), they are unable to 

rattle until they shed at least one time. And, as they 

grow, they get a new rattle segment each time they 

shed (usually is about once per month). 

Next time at your Zoo, be on the lookout for the 

tiger rattlesnakes! The adults can be found in the 

Arizona Aviary, and a youngster from last year’s 

offspring can be found on the Children’s Trail near 

the wallabies. 

Roadrunner Chicks

Beep, beep! To keep the exciting news rolling, 

three roadrunner chicks hatched at the Zoo over 

the summer to an important recommended 

Greater Roadrunner Species Survival Plan (SSP) 

breeding pair.

Born to run, the greater roadrunner can outrun a 

human, kill a rattlesnake and thrive in the harsh 

landscapes of the desert southwest.

They have evolved a range of adaptations to deal 

with the extremes of desert living. These birds 
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secrete a solution of highly concentrated salt 

through a gland just in front of each eye, which 

uses less water than excreting it through their 

kidneys or urinary tract.

Their diet is made of moisture-rich prey including 

mammals and reptiles. And, both chicks and adults 

flutter the un-feathered area beneath their chin to 

dissipate heat.

We’re excited to help the greater roadrunner 

population grow… and you can watch the chicks 

grow here at the Zoo in the Arizona Aviary!

The Phoenix Zoo is one of only a few other AZA-

accredited facilities who have reproduced this 

species in the last year.

For updates on these animals 
and other exciting news,  

visit phoenixzoo.org/blog.



Diversity  

+  

Biodiversity  

= 

 That’s ZOO We Are



A
s the final element in The Pride Campaign, 

this long-awaited and exciting project 

expands the Africa Trail.

To celebrate this milestone, we are offering the 

opportunity to purchase personalized bricks which 

will be installed as pavers in the Passage. Don’t 

miss your chance to become a “piece” of the Zoo!

Click here to order.

Predator Passage is under construction! 
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In Loving Memory…

Pete
Percheron / Belgian Draft Horse

2002 — 2022
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Tyrannosaurus rex



DINOSAURS IN THE DESERT 

October - April
phoenixzoo.org



 for Kids, Families, Adults and Schools  |  Registration is required  |  602.914.4333  |  phoenixzoo.orgPrograms  

Zoo Crew: Project Orangutan  Ages 9 – 12 years 

Experience a unique, project-based program that incorporates 

STEAM concepts with the Zoo as your classroom! Join our educators 

for 3 consecutive morning classes as we learn in-depth about 

orangutans and design a new enrichment item for them. Project 

Orangutan is fun, fascinating and promotes hands-on authentic 

problem-solving.  Meets Arizona Academic Standards and Next 

Generation Science Standards.     

October 4, 5, 6  |  9 – 10:30 a.m.

Member: $75  |   General: $90

          

Zoo Crew: BioConnect  Ages 12 – 15 years 

Experience a unique, project-based program that incorporates 

STEAM and Biomimicry concepts with the Zoo as your classroom! 

Join our educators for three consecutive morning classes as we 

learn in-depth about biomimicry and use our understanding and 

observations of nature to solve problems for humans. BioConnect is 

fun, fascinating and promotes hands-on authentic problem-solving. 

Meets Arizona Academic Standards and Next Generation Science 

Standards.  

September 6, 7, 8  |  9 – 10:30 a.m.

Member: $75  |   General: $90

          

Bird Walks Ages 16 years and up 

Enjoy a nice leisurely walk around the Zoo’s ponds looking for native 

and migratory birds with Zoo staff. All levels welcome. 

September 15  |  October 20

Member: $8  |   General: $10 (Zoo admission not included)

          

Family Nature Walks All ages 

Each month we pick a different trail to explore within the Zoo. We’ll 

check out the exhibit animals and also search for signs of nature all 

around us. Family Nature Walks are designed for the whole family to 

explore nature in the Zoo together! 

September 9, 10  |  Tropical America

October 7, 8  |  Tropical Asia

Member: $5  |   General: $8 (Zoo admission not included)

Custom Group Night Camps                 Ages 7 years and up 

Have you ever wanted to spend a night at the Zoo with your 

family and friends? Get a group of 25 people or more together to 

enjoy guided hikes, animal presentations and fun activities while 

exploring the Zoo in a whole new way! Night Camps are perfect 

for celebrations, family reunions, youth groups and more! Visit our 

website for more details.

Member: $70  |   General: $85

          

ZooToYou – Live On Location 
Did you know the Zoo brings animals to birthday parties, day care 

centers, churches, corporate and family events, senior care centers 

and many more in addition to schools? Zoo Outreach Specialists 

provide exciting and educational programs for children and adults. 

Put a wild twist on your next event!

$260 per Outreach Specialist first hour

$150 for each additional Outreach Specialist or hour

          

ZooToYou – Distance Learning 
With Virtual Programs, Phoenix Zoo educators can broadcast into 

your home or classroom with live animals, engaging activities and 

inquiry-based programs – the same quality programming you expect 

from the Phoenix Zoo, just virtual. All you need is a computer, and an 

internet connection, although we recommend a projector for larger 

groups. Our interactive presentations are designed to meet Arizona 

State Academic standards and may include a mix of live discussions 

and demonstrations, pre-recorded videos, interactive quizzes and 

questions, as well as live animal presentations.

$125 per presentation

          

Guided Tours for Groups
Guide-led, walking field trip tours happen in conjunction with  

your daytime field trip to enhance your students’ experience.  

All our programs are designed to support academic standards, 

are grade-level appropriate and include a variety of inquiry-based 

techniques. Your Zoo instructor will encourage critical thinking and 

deductive reasoning as your students explore their surroundings 

using multiple senses, including actively viewing animals on exhibit. 

Choose from one of the topics below, each covering a wide span  

of animal and conservation sciences. Each guided field trip is  

45 minutes in length. 

$2 per person or $5 per person for custom themes (Zoo admission not included)
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•  Free Daytime Admission
   Member entry is one hour earlier than general admission.

•  Exclusive invitations to exhibit premieres & events

•   Discounts on Encounters and Experiences 
Safari Cruiser, Stingray Bay and more.

•  Discounts on stroller and wheelchair rentals

•  Reciprocal Admission
  Free or discounted admission to more than 150 other zoos 

and aquariums.

•   Discounts on WILD Birthdays, programs & camps

•  Tax Deductible
  As a non-profit Zoo, a portion of your membership is tax-

deductible!

SUPPORT THE PHOENIX ZOO AND 

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 

To sign up or for more information, click here.

In fact, membership pays for itself in as little as two visits!

BENEFITS INCLUDE:

Join us on Saturday, October 1 and Sunday, October 2 

between 8 a.m. and 1 p.m. for the return of the epic  

Dinosaurs in the Desert! All Zoo members receive a  

very special sneak peak of this rawr-some exhibit featuring all-

new dinos and ancient beasts, such as saber-toothed cat, sea 

scorpion and the terror bird! This Jurassic jam also includes:

•  Free face painting

•  Interactive activities with Dr. T-Rex

•  Photo ops with the Desert Raptors motor pool

•  Complimentary souvenir buttons (while supplies last)

•  Dino-themed crafts and activities

•  Fun with Fossils Booth

•  And more!

Admission included with Phoenix Zoo membership!

Becoming a Phoenix Zoo member opens a world of wonder 

DINOSAURS IN THE DESERT 

MEMBER PREVIEW

October 1 & 2  
Channel your inner paleontologist  

and get ready for a  
MEMBERS ONLY prehistoric  

party at the Phoenix Zoo!

18  Z  September  |  October 2022 Wild Times Digital



     Hours of encounters and activities are subject to change or close without notice. Weather may affect some activities.

For current hours and pricing, visit phoenixzoo.org.  |         Your AdventurePlan

ENCOUNTERS & EXPERIENCES 
Enhance your day at the Phoenix Zoo with a variety of 

fun experiences to make your visit even more memorable!

Doornbos Discovery 

Amphitheater 

Animal Presentations

 

Monday – Thursday  |  10:30 a.m.

Friday – Sunday  |  10:30 a.m. & Noon
Weather permitting  

Camel Rides
Go for a ride on one of the most 

amazing animals in the world and 

even get your picture taken!

Endangered Species 
Carousel
Take a spin on the Endangered 

Species Carousel! Each animal is 

unique and beautifully handcrafted 

for an authentic, distinctive look.

Stingray Bay
Our 15,000-gallon interactive pool 

offers you the chance to come 

hand to fin with our cownose 

stingrays and even feed them fish 

and shrimp.

ZOO TOURS

*  Discovery Tours, Backstage Adventures and Premium Adventures are limited to 

same party groups only and must be booked in advance by calling our Reservations 

Department at 602.914.4333.

Safari Cruiser

Hop aboard for a fun, narrated, 

25-minute tour meandering 

past a large portion of the Zoo’s 

animals, encounters and experiences.

Discovery Tours
A Discovery Tour is a 75-minute 

guided tour through the Zoo in one 

of our eco-shuttles. You’ll be able 

to hop on and off the cart for closer 

viewing and for photo opportunities 

throughout the tour.

Backstage Adventures
If you’re looking for a truly unique 

experience, join us for a Backstage 

Adventure and get an insider’s 

glimpse of some of our animal 

habitats such as flamingo, elephant 

and Stingray Bay.

Premium Adventures
Looking for the ultimate Zoo tour? 

Try a Premium Adventure – a fully 

customized experience for you and 

your special guests.

Phoenix Zoo members receive a discount!

*Fees apply  |  Must show your current Phoenix Zoo membership card and photo ID at each venue to receive discount at time of purchase. 

Yakulla Caverns 

Enchanted Forest

Leapin’ Lagoon Splash Pad

Discovery Farm

WATER PLAY AREAS & PLAYGROUNDS
Water play areas will close October 31, 2022.

Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust

Available to Rent 
Starting September 10!

Monkey Village Returns!
After two-and-a-half years, 

Monkey Village has officially reopened!!

As the only walk-through squirrel monkey exhibit in the 

United States, this is a must-see on your visit to the Zoo!



Store  |   Phoenix Zoo members receive a 10% discount on regular priced merchandise. What’s In 

Opening October 1, stop by the Dino Outpost  

during your visit and discover a vast array of dinosaur-

themed items, from apparel, accessories, toys and 

plush, there is something for every dino enthusiast! 

Get your 
Dino Gear!
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The Zoo’s Gift Shops, operated by Event Network, are committed to 

sustainability in honor of the Phoenix Zoo’s mission. Items in the store are 

made with reusable materials, environmentally-friendly ink is used for signs 

and product packaging is made of 90% post-consumer recycled materials.



DONOR S

T
hank you to all of the individuals and 

organizations that donated to make our first 

annual Bidders for Critters online summer 

auction a huge success!

The auction raised a total of $113,322  
and will benefit the Arizona Center for Nature 

Conservation/Phoenix Zoo’s world-class 

conservation initiatives, excellence in  

animal care and educational programs. 

3 Amigos Tequila

12 West Brewing Company

Mike and Kim Abel

Anonymous

Aquarium of the Bay

Arabian Horse Association  

 of Arizona

Arizona Biltmore

Arizona Biltmore Golf Club

Arizona Coyotes Foundation

Arizona Diamondbacks

Arizona Grand Resort & Spa

Arizona Historical Society

Arizona Opera

Arizona Pottery Online

Arizona Renaissance Festival

Arizona Science Center

Arizona Winery Tours

As You Wish Pottery  
 Painting Place

ASU Gammage

AZ Legacy Law Group

AZ On The Rocks

AZ POPS

Ballet Arizona

Bearizona Wildlife Park

Becker Boards

Bergbower Design

Berridge Nurseries

Yvonne A. and Steve Betts

Big 5 Sporting Goods

Big Bus Tours San Francisco

Bites Donuts AZ

Black Barts Steakhouse

Thank You



Bob the Psychic

The Brush Bar

Burland Jewelry Center

Burn Candle Company

Candle Chemistry

Canopy by Hilton  
 Tempe Downtown

Changing Hands Bookstore

Chupacabra Taproom

Cider Corps

Cien Agaves Tacos & Tequila

CobbleStone Auto Spa

Copenhagen Imports, Inc. 

Crayola Experience

Crescent Crown Distributing

Rebecca Crone 

Dahl Restaurant Group

Daily Dose Kitchen & Bar

Dog Haus - Tempe

DoubleTree by Hilton  
 Phoenix Chandler

Drury Hotels Company, LLC

Durant’s

Emerald Isle Golf Course

Fairmont Scottsdale Princess

Fairytale Brownies

FLG X - Flagstaff Extreme  
 Adventure Course

Flagship Restaurant Group

Floridino’s Pizza & Pasta

Jennifer Flowers

Flying Basset Brewing

Fogo de Chão

Four Silos Brewery Coffee  
 & Beer House

Frias Family

Genuwine Arizona

Deeann Gibbons

Gila River Resorts & Casinos

Golfland Entertainment Center

Grand Canyon Brewing+Distillery

Greenwood Brewery

Grimaldi’s Pizzeria

Debra Grunwald

Hacienda del Sol  
 Guest Ranch Resort

Happy Bees Pest Control

Tara Harris and Kevin Potts

Hassayampa Inn

the herb box

Herberger Theater Center

The Hermosa Inn

Hilton Garden Inn -  
 Scottsdale Old Town

Hilton Garden Inn - Tempe

The Home Depot

Hotel Valley Ho

Hubbard Broadcasting Phoenix

Hubbard Family Swim School

Hyatt Regency Scottsdale  
 Resort & Spa

iHeart Media

Imagine 3D Mini Golf

Jim Sudal Ceramic Design  
 (Studio)

Joanne West Photography

Joe’s Italian Ice

The Joint Chiropractic -  
 Queen Creek

Harry and Cheryl Jones

JW Marriott Camelback Inn  
 Resort & Spa

The Keg Steakhouse + Bar

Kendra Scott

Shannon Kinsman

Chris Klein

Kneaders

Knotts Berry Farm

La Piñata Mexican Food

Cathy Laffler

Lake Pleasant Cruises

Lamar Advertising

LeClair Calihan Advertising

Lighthouse Artspace

Dave and Regina Loncala

Los Sombreros

Lou Malnati’s Pizzeria

Lowell Observatory

Christine Lowery-Nunez  
 and Rick Nunez

Harriet MacCracken

MacDonald’s Ranch

Main Event

Mane Attraction Salon

The Melting Pot

Bonnie Mendoza  
 and Arnold Mejia

Mesa Arts Center

Mika Naturals

Carole and Tom Minor

Moonstar Forest Books

Crystal Napier  
 to honor Roger P. Woolley

Roger Naylor -  
 Author and Travel Writer

Susan Nicolson  
 with Sun Cactus Realty

Stephen Ochoa

OdySea Aquarium

The Old Globe

The Old Spaghetti Factory

Oro Brewing Company

OUTFRONT Media

Page Springs Cellars

Rose and Harry Papp

Gael N. Parks

Elaine Paul

The Perch Brewery

Phoenix Herpetological Sanctuary

Phoenix Raceway

Phoenix Suns

The Phoenix Symphony

Phoenix Zoo Auxiliary

Phoenix Zoo Board of Trustees

Pink Jeep Tours

Pogo Pass

Puzzling Adventures

ReeCreations

Reid Park Zoological Society

Riordan Mansion State  
 Historic Park

Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Roman

Royal Palms Resort and Spa

The Salt Cellar Restaurant

San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance

Schmitt Jewelers

Dave Seibert

Susan Schmitz

SEA LIFE Arizona Aquarium

Katherine Sechrist

Lisa Sigura

Six Flags Hurricane Harbor  
 Phoenix

Kathy Skinner

Sonesta ES Suites Flagstaff

Sphinx Date Co. Palm & Pantry

Staybridge Suites Phoenix - 
 Chandler

Stellar Adventures

Stockyards Restaurant

Studio 3 Images

Stumpy’s Pizza & Subs

Swingin’ Safari Mini Golf

Swire Coca-Cola, USA

Susan & Ron Telesko

Temecula Olive Oil Company

Tempe Marketplace

Tempe Mission Palms  
 Hotel and Conference Center

Texas Roadhouse

Thirsty Lion Gastropub & Grill

Timo on Central

Topgolf Gilbert

Trader Joe’s N. Scottsdale (87)

Trader Joe’s Phoenix -  
 Town & Country (90)

Trader Joe’s Scottsdale (94)

Trader Joe’s Tempe (93)

Unbaked edible cookie dough  
 & ice cream

Univision

Uptown Jungle North Phoenix

Valley Youth Theatre

Vintner’s Collective, Napa Valley

Gabrielle Vitale

Wicked Rain

Niki Y. Wilson

Wren House Brewing Company

Yard House - Desert Ridge

Ken and Rebecca Zandarski
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ADOPT ME!

For a complete list  

of packages, visit  

phoenixzoo.org or call 

Ursula Hamblin at  

602.914.4313.

Support the 

Phoenix Zoo and  

become a 

Wildlife Champion 

today!

Join us in welcoming the newest members 
of our greater flamingo flock by symbolically 

adopting your own baby flamingo!

Amazing adoption packages start at $25,  
with plush options starting at $75.

In Loving Memory…

Kelly
Spider Monkey

1979 — 2022
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Mia, Age 11

Hayden, Age 6Ailani, Age 7

Eli, Age 8

Addie, Age 5

Wild Child artwork is randomly selected.  |         ChildWild

Share your animal drawings with us. Parents – please 

write your child’s name legibly along with their age. 

Send to: WT – Wild Child  |  Attn: Linda Hardwick

  455 N. Galvin Pkwy.

  Phoenix, AZ 85008
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Arizona Center for Nature Conservation advances the stewardship 

and conservation of animals and their habitats while providing experiences  

that inspire people and motivate them to care for the natural world.


