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Dear Zoo Friends,

Anniversaries are times for reflection. In 2022 our Zoo celebrated its 60th 
anniversary and we thought it fitting to have this year’s Annual Report reflect on the 
Zoo’s history, remembering highlights of the past and celebrating the achievements 
of the year. 

We’ve come a long way from Operation Oryx, but we still work every day with the 
Arabian oryx and many other species in need of help. Who would have thought that 
60 years later, from our beginnings as a fledgling Zoo struggling with its day-to-day 
operations, we would have matured into a world class organization known around the 
globe as a powerhouse of meaningful conservation? Our Zoo has been at the forefront of conservation efforts for many species, 
helping enhance the likelihood of their long-term survival.

We’ve had an extraordinary commitment from our community over the years. The best example is the Phoenix Zoo Auxiliary.
From their founding before the Zoo even opened, the dedication of this group of volunteers has been unwavering. They
continue to actively support the Zoo, raising money most recently for Big Cats of Arizona, an upcoming Zoo exhibit.

Our members – now over 40,000 households strong – have supported us in so many ways, from $8 million in membership 
dues to over $1 million spent attending Zoo events and experiences. The continued support of our members is invaluable to 
our success. As a mission-driven organization, we understand it takes earned revenues to support the important programs that 
matter so much to our community and to wildlife conservation; our members understand that, too. We genuinely thank every 
one of you for your continued support.

In addition to our members, we must acknowledge the continued support we receive from charitable foundations and trusts 
including: The Kemper & Ethel Marley Foundation, The Arthur L. and Elaine V. Johnson Foundation, Robert Kemper Corrigan 
Foundation, The Virginia M. Ullman Foundation, Flinn Foundation, Moreno Family Foundation, Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust, 
Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, Gila River Indian Community, Arizona Horse 
Lovers Foundation, Twiford Foundation, Arizona Community Foundation, Fred Maytag Family Foundation, Freeport-McMoRan 
Foundation and the McIntosh Family Foundation. 

Corporate partners are also invaluable as supporters. We are grateful for corporations like SRP, Freeport-McMoRan Copper 
& Gold, Valley Toyota Dealers, Swire Coca-Cola and PNC Bank. By far, the majority of our philanthropic gifts come from individual 
donors who believe in our mission and trust us to be good stewards of their donations. Without them, there is no way we would 
be the successful organization we are today.

In 2022 we continued to break ground on new exhibits while expanding and renovating several existing areas throughout 
the Zoo. We continued the construction of Predator Passage, the Zoo’s biggest capital project to date. In 2023 you’ll be able to 
visit the new home for our lions and hyenas, a return of meerkats to the Zoo and a new species for us, the Amur leopard. The 
exhibit will see the homecoming of our fennec foxes, a new habitat for African vultures and another new species, red river hogs. 

We also began the renovation of the Zoo’s 1970 education center into the new Wild Side Gallery, the Zoo’s first space 
dedicated to the exhibition of art that celebrates the natural world. Additionally, the Zoo’s gift shop was remodeled and 
expanded in collaboration with our partner Event Network, providing an enhanced space to shop for sustainable products.

These are just some of the important highlights from 2022; you will read more details in this Annual Report. As I write this, 
I reflect on the fact this year is my 15th anniversary with the Phoenix Zoo, meaning that I have been here for 25% of the Zoo’s 
history! It’s been my honor to lead this organization of incredible staff, volunteers and Board of Trustees. I am grateful for all the 
support our Zoo receives from all of you. 

Sincerely,

Norberto J. (Bert) Castro
President / CEO

Arizona Center for Nature Conservation / Phoenix Zoo
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The Phoenix Zoo is the only zoo in the Valley accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) and is a non-profit zoological park, serving 
nearly 1.4 million guests annually. Home to more than 3,000 animals, many of which are endangered or threatened species, the Zoo is also committed 
to supporting wildlife and habitat conservation in the region and across the globe. The wildlife recovery and research programs based at the Zoo 
are focused on boosting wild populations of 10 imperiled Arizona native species. The Zoo engages in field research, working with universities, other 
conservation organizations and private land managers to better understand wildlife in Arizona, Mexico, Costa Rica, Colombia and beyond. 
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1961 | MAY
Arizona Zoological Society is Founded

PHOENIX ZOO SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
1961 | SEPTEMBER

Phoenix Zoo Auxiliary is Founded
1963 | JUNE

Arabian Oryx Arrive
1962 | NOVEMBER

Opening Day
1964 | MAY

First Arabian Oryx Born at the Zoo

60 Years of the Phoenix Zoo
As we reflect on the history of the Arizona Center 

for Nature Conservation/Phoenix Zoo – both the 

accomplishments and the adversity – it becomes 

increasingly clear how special this “diamond in the 

desert” truly is. That is to say, the wonderful stories 

that encompass our impressive track record over the 

past six decades are humbling and inspiring. 

It all began in the spring of 1961 when Robert 

E. Maytag, grandson of the founder of the Maytag 

appliance company, called a small group of friends 

together at his home to discuss the idea of building 

a zoo in the city of Phoenix. The idea soon took off 

as Maytag and his “dedicated bunch of amateurs” 

proceeded to garner support from other Valley 

leaders. The Arizona Zoological Society held its first 

meeting on April 27, 1961.

Since those modest beginnings, the Phoenix Zoo 

has transformed into a world-renowned conservation 

organization highlighted by Operation Oryx in the 

1960s – an international mission to save the Arabian 

oryx, previously declared extinct in the wild. Often 

cited as one of the world’s most successful global 

wildlife conservation programs, Operation Oryx has 

been celebrated for its contributions to the f ield 

of conservation science. Today, more than 7,000 

Arabian oryx exist world-wide, setting a precedent 

for subsequent successful Phoenix Zoo conservation 

initiatives like our programs for the black-footed 

ferret, Mt. Graham red squirrel, Chiricahua leopard 

frog and other native species.

Originating with the ambitious vision of a 

dedicated philanthropist and other community 

leaders, the Phoenix Zoo has welcomed over 

50 million guests since 1962. Born of a spirit of 

community and the efforts of a small group of 

dedicated volunteers - and carefully nurtured 

through the support of millions - the Phoenix Zoo has 

enjoyed a truly remarkable first 60 years. 

And although the plethora of activities and 

educational experiences have been significantly 

enhanced, and the Zoo's research and conservation 

efforts have leaped into the forefront, our mission of 

inspiring others and motivating them to care for the 

natural world remains the same. 

Throughout our 2022 Annual Report, you’ll find a 

timeline of 60 of our most notable achievements and 

milestones. From our very first children’s summer 

camp in 1965 to being the first zoo in the world with 

10,000 Twitter followers in 2010, we hope looking 

back will make you equally as 

excited for our bright future.

1962 | NOVEMBER
First Habitats 
(Alligator, Giraffe, Gibbon Island & More)

E
ian Oryx Arrive
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Greater Flamingo
The Phoenix Zoo has been home to greater 

flamingos since 2010, but 2022 marked the first 

year of successfully breeding the species! To 

increase the size of our flock and hopefully kickstart 

breeding, the San Diego Zoo Safari Park sent us 11 

Masai Giraffe
On February 7, 2022, we 

welcomed a new baby female Masai 

giraffe named Luna. Luna is the third 

calf for mother, Sunshine, and the fourth 

calf sired by father, Miguu. On October 26, 

Luna was loaded on a specially-designed giraffe 

transport and moved to the Ellen Trout Zoo in 

Lufkin, Texas, to fulfill a Masai Giraffe AZA Species 

Survival Plan® (SSP) breeding recommendation. 

Luna's parents have received a new breeding 

recommendation so we hope to welcome another 

young giraffe sometime in the future.

Radiated Tortoise
Radiated tortoises are a critically endangered 

chelonian from the southern part of 

Madagascar. Once one of the most 

abundant tortoises in the world, their 

numbers have been plummeting 

toward extinction due to habitat loss, 

poaching for food and the illegal pet trade. 

They are a very long-lived species that also 

takes a long time to mature. This makes decreases to 

their population even more critical. 

We have two trios here at the Zoo; in fact, during 

the summer, we hatched two perfect radiated 

tortoises from our recommended trio. We hope this 

is a step in the right direction for these animals and 

that they are the first of many to hatch.

fertile eggs to hand raise chicks in May 2019 and 

seven juvenile birds in February 2020. In addition 

to increasing our flock size, the 11 hand-raised 

chicks have improved our ability to care for the 

entire flock. Their comfort and relaxed demeanor 

around staff were contagious to the adult birds, 

creating a much calmer flock. These hand-

raised birds began nest building in 2021, which 

seemed to encourage several adult birds to also 

build nests, something they had not been too 

interested in before. This year they began nest 

building in earnest and by June we had our first 

egg! Some of our adult birds did not tend to 

their eggs very well, however, so we pulled eggs 

to foster them with other promising pairs during 

incubation. Two of our hand-raised birds formed 

one of the promising pairs that was chosen to 

foster an egg. They took to the egg instantly and 

successfully incubated it until it hatched on July 

12. They did an amazing job as foster parents. 

Two more chicks successfully hatched on July 

20 and 25, this time to the parents who laid the 

eggs. We are so proud to have produced these 

three chicks, two males and one female, after 

years of patience and hard work.
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1965 | JUNE
First Summer Camp

1980 | OCTOBER
Elephant Habitat Opens

1970 | APRIL
Opening of the Education Center (Auditorium)

1987 | OCTOBER
Children’s Zoo Launches

1975 | JANUARY
Zoomobile Program Begins

1990 | DECEMBER
Baboon Kingdom Opens
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Chacoan Peccary
In September, the Zoo welcomed three 

young Chacoan peccaries (also known as "tagua") 

born to dad, Cheerio, and two moms, Pebbles 

and Trix, through SSP breeding recommendations. 

The two females arrived from San Diego and 

were introduced to our tagua herd earlier in the 

year. These are the first births of this species at 

the Phoenix Zoo since 2014 and mark our return 

to active participation in breeding per SSP 

recommendations. The Zoo has been involved with 

Chacoan peccary conservation through our support 

of Proyecto Tagua in Paraguay and served as the initial 

location for the first population of Chacoan peccaries 

outside of Paraguay in 1996. This first group of tagua 

reproduced readily and eventually animals were 

transferred to other North American and European 

zoos. The Phoenix Zoo has 

continued to be involved in 

Proyecto Tagua through 

financial contributions 

and our veterinary staff 

have traveled to Paraguay 

to assist with health 

evaluations and ongoing 

conservation. 

Lady Ross’ Turaco
Otto, our male Lady Ross’ 

Turaco, has been at the Phoenix 

Zoo since 2004. While he’s had several 

female mates throughout the years, he 

had not reproduced until this year. In 2021, 

we acquired a new female named Leela from 

the Fresno Chaffee Zoo based on an SSP breeding 

recommendation. When Leela and Otto were 

introduced, Otto was instantly smitten and began 

trying to offer her food. After a couple of months, 

the new love birds laid their first eggs. They had 

some hiccups when it came to incubating but 

our bird staff monitored them closely and made 

small adjustments to their nest site. In October, 

they successfully hatched and reared two chicks, 

marking the first time this species was produced at 

the Phoenix Zoo! The two chicks are doing fantastic 

and settling into their home on the Africa Trail.

Bornean Orangutan
Jiwa, an eight-year-old Bornean orangutan born 

at the Zoo, was transferred to Zoo Miami following 

an SSP recommendation to be a companion and 

future breeding match for Bella (also an eight-year-

old). While we said farewell to Jiwa, we welcomed 

Wgasa, a 16-year-old Bornean orangutan, in April 

of 2022. Wgasa came to Phoenix from Omaha’s 

Henry Doorly Zoo as a companion for Rayma, the 

Zoo’s 17-year-old orangutan. All the moves and 

introductions went very smoothly and both pairs 

continue to get along very well. 
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1992 | JANUARY
First Black-footed 
Ferret Facility 
Opens

1995 | SEPTEMBER
Construction Completed 
on Stone House Pavilion

1992 | DECEMBER
First ZooLights 

1996 | AUGUST
First Zoo in North America to Import/House 

1994 | JULY
Feel the 
Difference 
Exhibit 
Opens

1997 | JANUARY
Forest of Uco Opens
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Veterinary Team Continues to Grow
With the ongoing leadership of Dr. Gary West, 

Senior Vice President of Animal Health and Living 

Collections, the veterinary staff has undergone 

some changes as it continues to take care of the 

animal health needs at the Phoenix Zoo, as well as 

being involved in conservation efforts supported 

by the Zoo. The veterinary team often works 

behind the scenes, but they are an integral part in 

supporting our animals’ health and wellbeing in 

conjunction with the amazing animal care team.

Dr. Margarita Woc Colburn is the new Director 

of Veterinary Services. She was previously the 

Associate Veterinarian at Nashville Zoo and prior to 

that had completed her Zoological and Medicine 

residency at the Smithsonian’s National Zoological 

Park. She continues her work with the Cheetah 

Conservation Fund helping to save cheetahs 

from the illegal wildlife trade as well as being a 

veterinary advisor for giant anteaters and southern 

tamandua. 

Dr. Megan Freeman is the new Staff Veterinarian 

and was formerly a post-graduate veterinary intern 

at the Zoo. She is a graduate of the Ohio State 

University's College of Veterinary Medicine and 

completed her zoological and exotic medicine 

internship at the Cornell University School of 

Veterinary Medicine prior to coming to Phoenix. 

She is an exceptional clinician and her enthusiasm 

is an asset to the team. 

Hollie Chiles, Certified Veterinary Technician 

(CVT), continues to be our dedicated hospital 

manager. She brings her extensive knowledge of 

zoological medicine from working at the University 

of Florida and at the Zoo. She has been invaluable 

in helping to keep the hospital running as new 

members join the team.

Erin Wooden, CVT, is a veterinary technician 

extraordinaire. Erin comes from the Chicago area, 

working at a private small animal practice for 15 

years prior to joining the Zoo family in January 

of 2022. 

Kristin Castro, CVT, is another fabulous 

veterinary technician. Prior to joining the Zoo in 

August, she worked at the UC Davis Companion/

Exotic Service for almost three years. 

Brittnye Mistero is the new hospital keeper. 

Prior to joining the veterinary team, Brittnye was a 

senior keeper for our bird team. Her zookeeping 

experience and cheerful personality are 

instrumental to our growing team.

Lowland Tapir Conservation in Paraguay
The Phoenix Zoo has been supporting 

Proyecto Tapir, a project that is working to 

investigate the movement and health status of 

wild lowland tapir in a rapidly developing area 

around the dry Chaco, for the past several years. 

This year, Dr. Megan Freeman spent two weeks 

in October in the Chaco Forest tracking lowland 

tapir using GPS technology, and anesthetizing 

wild lowland tapirs to assess their health, collect 

diagnostic samples and place radio collars on 

them to help researchers determine home ranges 

and land usage. During her time there, they 

were only able to anesthetize one adult male 

lowland tapir due to the elusive nature of this 

species. To track the lowland tapir, the team uses 

a combination of GPS and telemetry as well as 

camera traps, observation of tracks and sightings 

in the field. This project is still in its infancy, 

however, it has obtained valuable information on 

land usage by the lowland tapirs that will help to 

better create conservation strategies to help this 

species in the wild.  

2001 | APRIL
Launch of 
Leapin’ Lagoon 

1999 | OCTOBER
Ruby's House Opens in Memoriam 

2003 | SEPTEMBER
AZA Significant 
Achievement 
Award for 

2000 | JANUARY
Desert Lives Trail Opens

2004 | NOVEMBER
Monkey Village Opens
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1998 | NOVEMBER
Asian Elephant  
Ruby Passes Away – 
Zoo Received  
43,000 Visitors  
on a Single Day
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COVID-19 Vaccines to Zoo Animals
Sars-CoV-2 has caused illness and deaths not 

only in people but also in other species such as 

big cats, non-human primates, otters, hyenas, mink 

and others around the world. Zoetis, a U.S.-based 

pharmaceutical company, developed a COVID-19 

vaccine intended for use in animals. The vaccine 

uses a synthetic version of the SARS-CoV-2 spike 

Collection Stats

amphib ian s
21 species  |  ~1,300 individuals*

f i sh
11 species  |  ~7,600 individuals*

b i r d s
113 species  |  459 individuals

in v e r t e b ra t e s
32 species  |  ~16,000 individuals*

mammals
80 species  |  349 individuals

r ep t i l e s
115 species  |  403 individuals

protein and it is administered in two doses, three 

weeks apart. The Phoenix Zoo was among one of 

the initial zoos to vaccinate susceptible species in 

our collection. A total of 60 animals were vaccinated 

by our veterinary and living collection teams. We 

are planning on boostering highly-susceptible 

species in the coming months.

2004 | DECEMBER
Tropical Flights Walkthrough Opens

2006 | NOVEMBER
Stingray Bay Opens to Guests 

2007 | APRIL
Conservation Center Launches

* Some managed as groups including ~15,000 Huachuca springsnails (invertebrates), ~6,505 Gila topminnow  
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Conservation Center Baby Boom
2022 was a banner year for imperiled native species 

births and hatchings at our Arthur L. and Elaine V. 

Johnson Conservation Center. We celebrated our best 

breeding season ever for threatened narrow-headed 

gartersnakes, with 40 neonates born across four litters. 

We also had another great year for black-footed 

ferret births, welcoming 21 kits. All six pairs of cactus 

ferruginous pygmy-owls at the Zoo had successful 

fledglings and continue to thrive. All of these births 

and hatchings are part of conservation and research 

programs carefully managed in collaboration with state, 

federal and non-profit organization partners. 

Zoo Staff in the Field
As part of our jaguar corridor research initiative, our 

Field Conservation Research team deployed a network 

of gunshot detection equipment in the Costa Rican 

rainforest to reduce illegal hunting of jaguar in parks and 

preserves. Partially funded by a grant from the U.S. Fish 

and Wildlife Service, this project includes support for 

Advancing the Science
of Animal Care and Conservation

The Phoenix Zoo proudly supports scientists across 

our staff conducting research to better understand the 

animals in our care and conserve wildlife. In 2022, our 

staff authored or co-authored 14 scientific publications. 

These publications characterized the reproductive 

biology of endangered species in our care, described 

rare health conditions observed by our veterinarians, 

Good Luck, Everyone! 
2022 was a great year for Arizona-native animal 

releases. Seven black-footed ferrets, 228 Chiricahua 

leopard frogs, 400 Huachuca springsnails, four cactus 

ferruginous pygmy-owls and 25 narrow-headed 

gartersnakes raised at the Phoenix Zoo were released to 

the wild. The snake release was the largest-ever single 

release of narrow-headed gartersnakes. Three ferret kits 

from the Zoo were released in Meeteetse, Wyoming, where 

the black-footed ferret was rediscovered in 1981 after it 

was thought to be extinct. We’re proud to contribute to 

native species recovery by providing animals for release 

and helping our partners monitor their success in the wild.

2007 | DECEMBER
Zoo Volunteers Record a Record  
32,000 Hours of Service

2008 | SEPTEMBER
Yakulla Caverns Opens

2008 | OCTOBER
Conservation 
Organization of 
the Year Award 
from Arizona 
Game & Fish
Department

yone!

community education and forest restoration. Our ultimate 

goal is to apply the lessons learned in Costa Rica in other 

regions where hunting is a threat to wildlife conservation. 

In addition, Zoo staff from multiple departments 

participated in field conservation projects in Fiji, 

Colombia and throughout Arizona in 2022. 

investigated the prevalence of disease in endangered 

wild animal populations and much more. Fun fact from 

one study: If a snake eats a seed-eating rodent, the seeds 

inside the prey animal can pass through the snake’s gut 

and germinate where they’re eliminated. This means that 

snakes may be helpful seed dispersers!
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After a couple of tough years, guests are eagerly 

returning for programs, events and tours. Camp Zoo 

welcomed nearly 1,000 kids across eight summer weeks 

and we launched our first full season of Night Camps since 

2019. We also began offering a full schedule of Outreach 

programs for the first time since 2020, reaching both 

online and in-person audiences. This year’s Teen Career 

Conference and Conservation Science Night events were 

well attended and well received, furthering our goal of 

Welcoming Everyone
The Zoo is committed to being inclusive and 

welcoming to everyone. We’ve reviewed and expanded 

our Community Connections program to provide greater 

access to underreached groups and have brought back 

our Special Needs programs. Building on the success of 

our first Sensory Friendly ZooLights in 2021, we offered 

helping build the next generation of conservation stewards 

in our community. For our first Homeschool Day event, 300 

participants joined us for activities showcasing how the Zoo 

can support their families’ learning. Backstage Adventure 

tours are fan favorites and Guided Tours designed for 

schools and other groups are back. We even had our first 

bachelorette party tour this fall. As staff noted, “There’s a 

first time for everything!” The bride and her friends had a 

great time.

Learning & Engagement Programs Audiences Return

2010 | FEBRUARY
Voted Best of the Best in 
Entertainment by Ranking Arizona

2010 | APRIL
First Zoo in the World With 10,000 
Twitter Followers

2010 | AUGUST
10,000th Chiricahua 
Leopard frog Raised 
and Released Back 
to the Wild 

two sensory-friendly nights for the 2022 season. In 

addition, we designated sensory-friendly hours on the 

Dinosaurs in the Desert trail on the 9th of each month 

during the run of the dino experience. Sounds and motion 

were turned off on the trail to provide a more relaxed 

experience for guests with sensory sensitivities. 
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ZooLights
“Adventure Everywhere” described the new immersive 

experiences that were added to the event this year 

featuring a brand-new Lake Lights Show that included the 

largest floating tree in North America (over 50 feet tall!). 

Additional improvements included Polar Park with Santa, 

glowing swings and s’mores pits for family-use. The Forest 

of Uco was newly remodeled and showed off vibrant 

colors that paired nicely with colorful Colombian-inspired 

lanterns and flags.

Dinosaurs in the Desert
Making their “Comeback Tour” after a five-year hiatus 

was one of the Zoo’s most popular attractions of all-time: 

Dinosaurs in the Desert. And this time, they brought 

friends! Along with the returning Tyrannosaurs rex, 

all-new creatures included Giganotosaurus, saber-

toothed cat, sea scorpion, terror bird and many more. 

Guests enjoyed an interactive fossil dig, a dino-themed 

photo-op, customized dinosaur gear and educational 

activities. Over 200,000 individuals embarked on this 

self-guided prehistoric tour in 2022.

Zoo Move & Groove 5K
Zoo Move & Groove 5K was hosted in the 

evening for the first time ever and included a run 

through ZooLights as well as ZooLights entry after 

the race. The event saw nearly 2,000 participants, 

which surpassed the previous year’s total of more 

than 1,700.

Wildlights for Wildlife, A Charity Drive
Our annual drive-thru fundraiser featured food 

trucks, entertainment, animal encounters and 

a customized ZooLights 

experience for over 

100 vehicles.

Día del Niño
Día del Niño is always one of the Zoo's most popular 

public events. With over 7,700 guests in attendance, the 

Zoo located activities with a more thoughtful approach 

to limit crowding. To celebrate 

Hispanic culture, we hosted 

local mariachi and ballet 

folklorico 

performers and 

bilingual Safari 

Cruiser rides. 

2011 | APRIL
Orang-Hutan: 
“People of the Forest” Debuts 

2011 | JUNE
400th Black-footed 
Ferret Kit Born

2011 | AUGUST
First Special Needs Summer CampBlack-footed

Kit Born

Dino Trick or Treat
This first-time event was capped at 2,000 

attendees per evening and sold out every night. This 

event had 10 candy stations, three game stations and 

various other attractions that spread across the Africa 

Trail loop and Dino Trail. 
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ScooterPals 
In partnership with our stroller, wheelchair and ECV 

provider, SAFEMARK/ScooterBug, we launched a whole 

new species of mobile entertainment, ScooterPals 

Fur-Wheelers!

ScooterPals offer a fun and flexible way to experience 

the Zoo. Guests can choose Ponce the lion, Nyx the 

leopard, Sarge the rhino, Kozee the bear or Reya the 

giraffe and rent it conveniently from their mobile phones 

Supporters & Loyal Members 
The dedication and support of our members helps us continue 

our commitment to conservation and serving our community.

2014 | JANUARY
2013 Partners 
in Conservation 
Award from  
the U.S.  
Department 
of the Interior

2014 | OCTOBER
Handprints 
in Glass 
Donor Wall 
Debuts

2014 | NOVEMBER
Arizona Zoological Society Changed to 
Arizona Center for Nature Conservation

2012 | NOVEMBER
Entry Oasis Opens

2013 | JANUARY
Andean Bear Cub  
Luka Born

2013 | JULY
Royal Society for Conservation of 
Nature MOU Signed

Just over 6,000 members came out to enjoy their 

exclusive preview of the return of Dinosaurs in the Desert 

on October 1 & 2!

Members enjoyed a pre-historic after party with face 

painting, dinosaur-themed crafts and activities, dinosaur 

fossils and dig site, photo ops with the dinos and the 

Desert Raptors motor pool along with a “Dapper Dino” 

contest for the person or family who wore their best dino 

gear. The winners won a behind-the-scenes tour with our 

greater one-horned rhinoceros, Chutti! 

Exclusive Member Preview of Dinosaurs in the Desert

3 | JANUARY
Andean Bear Cub 
Luka Born

for just a few minutes or several hours. The ScooterPals 

also have geofencing technology that keeps riders on 

the approved pathways at proper speeds making it a safe 

and enjoyable experience for the riders, fellow guests 

and our animals. 

Since opening on September 11, nearly 5,700 guests 

have enjoyed riding a Pal and have generated just over 

$154,828 in gross revenue for the Zoo. gg yy pp

With nearly 40,000 active member 
households, we have one of the largest membership bases 

of any cultural organization in Arizona. 

Generating more than $8M in 
revenue through annual membership dues. 

More than 411,338 members visited the Zoo and 157 
member cars Cruised ZooLights this past year.

$531,019 for Zoo experiences. 

$596,201 for special events.

$313,334 for educational 
programs, camps and tours.

Spending $738,295 
in gift store purchases. 

Giving $272,432 
in donations. 

ers

pp

More

2022 ACNC ANNUAL REPORT 19



Gift Shop Remodel and Expansion
The Zoo’s gift shop is bigger and better than ever! 

Through an eight-month remodel and expansion project 

performed in collaboration with our retail partner Event 

Network, the store has been transformed into the new 

Plaza Marketplace! Design elements were inspired by the 

surrounding Valley and include native cacti and gabion 

rock. The freshness of the new space is highlighted by 

Africa Trail
Work continues on the Africa Trail expansion. New 

habitats for lion, hyena, Amur leopard and meerkats are 

being built. There will also be new restrooms. Guests will 

be able to walk across a boardwalk that goes over the 

road to a viewing tower to look into the west exhibit yard. 

Habitats and buildings will be themed with colorful shade 

cloths and thematic painting.

Stone House Pavilion Restrooms
The Pavilion restrooms received a remodel from their 

original look. The restrooms received new floor and wall 

tile, lighting, plumbing fixtures, countertops, partitions 

and a fresh coat of paint.

Enchanted Forest
New stacked stone planters replaced old keystone 

planters to give the area a new look. The road was also 

widened to help allow better traffic flow. Pavers were 

added near the carousel to allow for a for a wider queue 

line that has transitioned off the public pathway.

Small Amphitheater
The less-utilized amphitheater across from the Pavilion 

was remodeled to make it more functional. New pavers 

and flagstone were added for seating. The old backstage 

area was removed and reconfigured to allow more open 

stage area. Overhead lighting will allow for improved 

nighttime use and as a wedding ceremony venue. 

Former 4D Theater Site
The vacated 4D theater site was modified to 

become a multi-purpose area. The concrete stairs and 

railings were removed and the area was leveled out. 

Additional pavers and concrete give this area more 

useable space.

Wild Side Gallery 
A building that has had many different uses over the 

years was transformed into an art gallery. The outside 

area also experienced upgrades with added pavers, 

amenities, remodeled restrooms and a refresh of the 

small educational amphitheater in the area.

sustainably-sourced materials and fixtures that reflect 

the vibrancy and natural beauty of the southwest region. 

The store also features an expanded selection of locally, 

ethically, and sustainably-sourced products created by 

Phoenix’s local artisans and craftspeople - a reflection of 

the Zoo's commitment to sustainability.

1,346 eco-friendly apparel items sold – Transitional cotton 
uses organic methods supporting farmers in their transition to certified 
organic. The cotton is grown organically, eliminating the use of agricultural 

chemicals estimated to be just under ¼ pound per garment 
equaling 337lbs. of chemicals prevented.

 2022 Sustainable Sales = Positive Impact!

2018 | SEPTEMBER
First Art Exhibit Inside Savanna Grill 
(Project Holocene)

2019 | JANUARY
Thunderbird Charities 
Equine Facility Center 
Opens to the Public

2019 | OCTOBER
Grand Opening of the Doornbos 
Discovery Amphitheater

2015 | APRIL
Doornbos Volunteer and 
Administration Center Opens

2015 | SEPTEMBER
Zoo Closed for Three Days due to 
Storm Damage that Toppled 70 Trees 

2017 | OCTOBER
Indoor Seating Available Inside 
Savanna Grill 

Sold 5,566 reusable bags.
If used weekly to replace a single plastic bag  

for a year, that is the equivalent of saving 364,676 

single use plastic grocery bags from landfills.

1,008 reusable water bottles sold, eliminating 
at least this many single use plastic bottles used 
and dumped.

es
ter

Phoenix Zoo Plaza 
Marketplace

19,842 units of plush sold made with 100% 
P.E.T recycled water bottle fill. There are 6-8 bottles 
recycled in each piece resulting in a minimum of 

138,894 plastic bottles from being deposited in 
landfills or the ocean.
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In the News

Forest of Uco
As part of our commitment to diversity and inclusion, 

the Forest of Uco received a total makeover to highlight 
the Colombian region where those animals are from. Not 
only did the village receive all-new paint, but we added 
lighting, furniture and refreshed the artifacts with plans to 
recognize the original donors on the trail.

2019 | OCTOBER
Elephant Habitat Expansion,   
Giants of the Asian Realm, Debuts

2019  |   NOVEMBER 
Cactus Ferruginous Pygmy-owl Breeds 
and Hatches for the First Time 
at the Zoo

BFFs in the News
The Zoo asked the public for help to name four of 

the 21 black-footed ferrets that were born at the Zoo. The 

winning names were Maple, Acacia, Cedar and Willow.

Conservation Documentary Debuts
The Zoo debuted a mini documentary, “Working 

Together for Arizona’s Wildlife,” that is shown at the 

Zoo’s Doornbos Discovery Amphitheater, on the Zoo’s 

YouTube channel and on digital screens at the Johnson 

Conservation Center.

Arizona Highways Feature
The Zoo's 60th anniversary was featured on the 

famed local show, “Arizona Highways.” The Lost Birds 

exhibit by artist 

Todd McGrain also  

received acclaim 

by being featured 

on the program.

Fernando Goes National
Footage of Fernando enjoying his 5th birthday was 

broadcast on CBS Morning News reaching cities all over 

the U.S.

The Phoenix Zoo was once again ranked #1!

Best Zoo & Wildlife Park

nd Hatches for the First Time
t the Zoo

2020 | MARCH
Closed Zoo for 
161 days due to 
COVID-19 
(March - June
July - September)
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2020 | NOVEMBER
First Release of Zoo-raised 
Huachuca Springsnails to the Wild

2021 | JULY
Approved Hiring a Manager of Diversity, 
Equity & Inclusion 

2021 | OCTOBER
Greater One-horned Rhinoceros Arrives – 
New Species to the Zoo  

2020 | MAY
Cruise the Zoo Launches 

2020 | NOVEMBER
Cruise ZooLights 

A PURRfect Cause 
More than $4 million was raised to build a brand new 

habitat with ample space for mountain lions and jaguars 

fondly named Big Cats of Arizona. These intriguing 

desert cats are rarely seen in the wild, so providing 

viewing from different angles will improve visibility 

for guests. The habitats will also include educational 

messaging to explain the historical native ranges of 

the species and include a water feature for behavioral 

enrichment. This project will contain a centralized multi-

use holding building, allowing flexible use by keepers 

while providing animal care. The 12-month construction 

period will begin in summer 2023. A special thank you 

to the Arizona Office of Tourism, JoEllen Doornbos, Art 

Pearce Family and the many other donors who have 

graciously donated to this project.

Round Up for Big Cats of Arizona
Guests donating their extra change 

from their purchases helped make the 

new Big Cats of Arizona project a reality. 

Through the efforts of the Guest and Member Services 

Ambassadors nearly $40,000 was raised. An additional 

$11,000 was contributed from the Zoo’s retail partner 

Event Network’s round up efforts.

Predator Passage Making its Debut in 2023
Construction continues at the Africa Trail making 

great strides toward opening our newest expansion, 

Predator Passage. Upon completion, the final element of 

The Pride Campaign, the $8.5 million six-acre expansion 

will be the Zoo’s largest capital project to date, adding an 

extraordinary immersive experience to Arizona’s world 

class zoo. Guests will soon enjoy the up-close viewing of 

lions, hyenas, meerkats, warthogs, red river hogs, Ruppell’s 

griffon vultures, a fennec fox and an Amur leopard.

Giving Tuesday 
2022 was the Zoo’s most successful yet! With your 

help, we not only met, but exceeded, the $10,000 

challenge from Richard and Susan Burnham – raising more 

than $45,000 in support of the Big Cats of Arizona project.

Bidders for Critters 
The first annual online summer auction was a huge 

success, generating more than $113,000, making it the 

Zoo’s most successful auction.

2020 | NOVEMBER
First-Ever Wildlights for Wildlife

|| OCTOBER
GreGrererereateaataat r OOne-ne-e horhorhorornednednedned RhRhRRhhinoinoinoinocercercercerosos osos ArrArrArrArriveiveiveives –s –s –s – 
NewNeweweww Sppecieciecies es es ttototo to ththeetheth ZoZooZoZoZ ooo 
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Community Support

2021 | OCTOBER
First-Ever Release 
of Cactus 
Ferruginous 
Pygmy-owls 
to the Wild

2021 | NOVEMBER
Parking Lot Expansion and 
Resurface Completed

2021 | DECEMBER
ZooLights 30th Season 
Surpasses 300,000 Guests for the First Time

Leaving a Legacy
The Antler Society is a group of steadfast donors 

who invest in the future of the Phoenix Zoo through a 

planned gift of a will, charitable trust, retirement plan 

or life insurance policy. These legacy gifts strengthen 

the Zoo’s capacity to fulfill its mission. We gratefully 

acknowledge their legacy of support. The following are 

new society members:

Steve and Dawn Boeck

Judith Warnock and David Carroll

Keith McKenzie, in memory of Regan M. Callister
Fred and Wendy Lombardo

Pat Godbout

Ilona Guzman

Denise J. Osborne

Daniel A. Packard

Robert Kemper 
Corrigan Foundation

$1.8 million
Veterinary Medical Center

Major Gift Highlights 
The Phoenix Zoo has been honored by extraordinary 

community support received in 2022. The following are a 

few of those highlights:

To all of these special donors who support 

the important work of the Phoenix Zoo, we 

are so grateful.

Thank you!

Art Pearce Family

$1,000,000
Big Cats of Arizona

JoEllen Doornbos

$1,000,000
Big Cats of Arizona 

Year-End Appeal Benefits
Our Arizona Ringtail

Zoo members and our community stepped up and 

helped raise more than $75,000 in less than 20 days, to 

double the size of the current habitat for our adorable 

ringtails, Slate and Bugsy. The new space will provide this 

arboreal species ample room to climb and explore and 

will allow for separate areas when needed for breeding. 

This expanded habitat is essential in allowing the Zoo 

to continue contributing to the Association of Zoos and 

Aquariums Species Survival Plan® for this species. Thank 

you to Board member, Julie Gable and her husband 

Dieter, for kicking off our fundraising efforts with a 

$10,000 challenge match.

Taking it to the Next Level – 
Philanthropic Memberships

The Guardian Conservation Society, the Zoo’s 

premier philanthropic membership program, had its 

best year to date. Members are committed to animal 

conservation, education and a secure financial future 

for the Zoo. Guardian membership revenue generated 

$921,000 from 377 total households. Support level 

membership revenue generated $291,000 from 562 

households. Thank you to the members and those who 

have contributed to our mission this year. 

ease

The Virginia M. Ullman 
Foundation

$300,000
Big Cats of Arizona

In Loving 
Memory of 
Evelyn and 
Lou Grubb

$320,000
Big Cats of Arizona

The Kemper & Ethel 
Marley Foundation

$500,000
Predator Passage 

Maja Wessels and 
Charles Covington

$100,000
Veterinary Medical Center

Richard and Susan 
Burnham

$150,000
Big Cats of Arizona

Susie and David 
Sherman

$100,000
Veterinary Medical 

Center

Community Church 
of New Thought

$100,000
General Support

Arizona Office 
of Tourism

$164,000
Cool the Zoo

Virginia G. Piper 
Charitable Trust

$100,000
General Support

Robert Kemper 
Corrigan Foundation

$100,000
Equine Program

Steve and Nanci 
Fisher

$100,000
Veterinary Medical 

Center

Michael and 
Dorothy Blaire

$50,000 
Veterinary Medical 

Center

Michael
Goodman
$25,000 

Arizona Ringtail 
Habitat

The Kemper & Ethel 
Marley Foundation

$75,000 
ZooLights

Rose and 
Harry Papp

$50,000 
Big Cats 

of Arizona

 Twiford 
Foundation

$75,000 
New African 

Vulture Exhibit Rose and 
Harry Papp

$50,000 
Veterinary Medical 

Center 

The Arthur L. & 
Elaine V. Johnson 

Foundation 
$50,700 

Conservation Efforts

 Andy and 
Gary Harper 

$20,000 
Arizona Ringtail 

Habitat

Flinn
Foundation

$80,000 
General Support

Moreno Family 
Foundation

$50,000 
General Support

Phoenix Zoo 
Auxiliary
$50,000 

Big Cats of Arizona

PNC Bank
$10,000 

Community 
Connections 

Program 

Gael Parks
$10,000 

Arizona Ringtail 
Habitat 

Bert and 
Janice Castro 

$10,000 
Big Cats of Arizona 

McIntosh 
Family 

Foundation 
$10,000 

Community 
Connections 

Program 

Julie and 
Dieter Gable 

$10,000 
Big Cats 

of Arizona 

Steven and 
Dori Lewis 

$10,000 
Big Cats 

of Arizona 

Jean and Barry 
Bingham
$10,000 

Between River 
and Rim Exhibit

Arizona 
Gives Day
$45,000 

Big Cats of Arizona

 Freeport-McMoRan
Foundation

$20,000 
Educational Programs

The Fred 
Maytag Family 

Foundation
$25,000 
ZooReach

Arizona 
Horse Lovers 
Foundation 

$20,000 
Equine Program 

City of Phoenix Office 
of Arts and Culture

$24,000 
General Support

Silver Fern 
Companies/ 

Otago 
Development 

$55,000 
New Entry 

Monument Signs

Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa 

Indian 
Community

$75,000 
Big Cats of Arizona

Fry’s Community 
Rewards Program 

$11,000 
General Support

2022 ACNC ANNUAL REPORT26 2022 ACNC ANNUAL REPORT 27



$1,000,000 and Above
JoEllen Doornbos
Art Pearce Family
Robert Kemper Corrigan  

Foundation

$250,000 to $999,999
In Loving Memory of  

Evelyn and Lou Grubb
Mr. and Mrs. Jene Jacoby*
The Kemper & Ethel Marley  

Foundation
SRP
The Virginia M. Ullman Foundation

$100,000 to $249,999
Arizona Office of Tourism
Richard and Susan Burnham
Community Church of  

New Thought
The Dorothy D. and  

Joseph A. Moller Foundation
Dee and Jay* Epstein
Stephen and Nanci Fisher
Lee Goldberg*
Ghislaine and Warren Iliff*
Rose and Harry Papp
Susie and David Sherman
Valley Toyota Dealers Association
Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust
Maja Wessels and  

Charles Covington

$50,000 to $99,999
The Arthur L. & Elaine V. Johnson  

Foundation
Michael and Dorothy Blaire
Flinn Foundation
Moreno Family Foundation
Stephen Ochoa
Salt River Pima-Maricopa  

Indian Community
Twiford Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999
APS
Arizona Milk Producers
Kathleen and Steven Ashby

Michelle C. Sharley
Brian and Chris Smith
Philip Smith and Peggy Herz
Colleen Spakowski
Spence Family Foundation
Lisa Spragens
Sooty, CJ, Xilan, Tyr, 

The Squire Family
Norman and Millicent Stiefler
Joseph Thomsen and  

Mary Kay Trollope
Thunderbirds Charities
Susan and Richard Turner
Karukurichi and Debra Venkatesh
Jeannette Wahl
Judith Warnock and David Carroll
Jane C. Warren
Wedgewood Pharmacy
Wells Fargo
Andrew and Andrea Will
Drusilla Wylie
Barbara P. Young
William Zanzucchi

$2,500 to $4,999
Allied Global Marketing
Amazon.com
Rick and Jeanne Amend
AMS Impact Group
Jean Andino
Apollo Animal Hospital
Luisanna Arismendi and Tim Grein
Arizona Avenue Animal Clinic
Arizona Community Foundation
Arizona Diamondbacks Foundation
Brian and Kaye Baehr
Yvonne A. and Steve Betts
Connie and Lothaire Bluth
Evelyn K. Boren
Adam and Nicole Bowman
Brain Balance
Daryl Chester and Kenda L. vonHamm
Curt and Rhonda Church
Robert and Veronica Ciancola
Chris Coduto and Venessa Garza
Tobin and Jennifer Cookman
CorePath Wealth Partners, LLC
Jon and Julie Deiter
Brad and Laura Donovan
Kelley Durham

Edward Eisele
Darryl Embrey
Kari A. Eslick
Glenn and Mary Beth Evans
Jason Evans
Chris and Jill Fischer
Edward Z. Fox and Lynda J. Adams
Frost Communications
Leona Goldfarb
Kathleen and John Graham
Susan Greathouse
Margaret R. Hacker
David Hammerslag and  
 Kirstin Johnson
Diane Harrison
Lynne Hipp
Jason and Breanna Hoppal
Thomas and Genevieve Houlihan
Nancy Husband
Catherine Keenan
Colin and Ellen Kennedy
Justin and Heather Kniep
Rosie Kohne
Cynthia Kooima
Jeanna and Paul Kozak
Jay Kramer and Jill Ormond
Lale and Janine Kuhn
Jan Laufer
LeClair Calihan Advertising
Mary Anne Lefevre
Jerry and Andrea Lewkowitz
Lookout Mountain Veterinary Clinic
Lou Malnati's Pizzeria
Daniel and Sandra Luechtefeld
Sharon Lytle-Breen
Kenneth and Steve Marquez-Perez
Anita W. Martinez and  
 Steven Crompton
Lori McClelland
Patricia and Ray Melvin
Bonnie Mendoza and Arnold Mejia
Denise and Scott Mitchell
Sandra Mohelnitzky
Dorothy L. Moomaw
Richard and Elaine Morrison
Laurance and Barbara R. Nilsen
Otto & Edna Neely Foundation
Victor Parra
Catherine and Dean Patterson
Jeffrey and Martha Paulson

Jody Pelusi
The Penelope J. Schneck Trust
Jody and Sanford Perl
Karen Peters and Chris Thomas
Phil and Kim Petersen
Wendi Reed
Angela Reineccius
Richard and Patricia* Richardson
Daren Riley
Christopher and Sheena Robbins
William and Sue Roman
Thomas and Sophann Schleifer
Darryl and Barbara Scott
Dave Seibert
Steven and Maria Simpson
SITE Centers
Springboard Recovery
Mary Stefaniak
Joanna Stevenson and Paul Yaw
Susan and Ron Telesko
Tempe Camera and Repair
Michael Toon
Michael and Amber Troidl
Michael Tucker
Valley Of The Sun -  

Arabian Horse Association
Marsha B. Van Dam
Betty Van Denburgh
Visit Mesa
Wallace and Ladmo Foundation
Kimberly and Charles Warren
Lisa Wheeler
Wildest Club In Town
Wayne and Ginger Worden
The Yamano Family
Robert and Deborah Zucker

$1,000 to $2,499
Morris and Carrie Aaron
Jennifer Abrahamson
Bert and Jill Alanko
Rebecca and Norris Albrecht
Mary S. Alexander and 

Christopher M. McNichol
Jean and Veena Alexis
Christopher and Barb Allred
J. Chris Anderson
Anonymous
Glenn and Becky Antoune
Arcadia Animal Clinic

Mark and Tracey Arvieux
Fred Atarian
Lacretia L. Bacon
Carl and Suzie Baerst
Judith Bailey
John and Kathy Baker
Stephanie and Adam Baker
Emery and Mary Ellen Bartle
Rick and Betsy Basham
Paul and Mary Ellen Baump
Bennett and Sharon Beaudry
Matt and Lindsay Bedwell
Uta Monique Behrens
Ken and Gina Behringer
Sharon Bennett
Heidi Berger and Brett Barker
Neil S. Berman
Paul and Sandra Besso
Daryl and Maryann Bethea
Pamela Bimson Reade and  
 K.D. Reade
Kathy Binegar
James and Connie Binns
Cory and Mallory Blackwood
Michael and Carmela Blank
Charles and Sandra Bonstelle
Scott and Joanna Booher
Agnes Bouwer
Roger and Roger Bradford
Mark and Denise Brenneman
Linda Brock
Nancy A. Broerman
Frances and Duane Brown
Brown Brothers Harriman & Co.
Richard Brubaker
Linda and John Budge
Alice Buffington
Tom and Maggie Burba
Brian and Beverly Burch
Dustin and Sheena Burckhard
Debra Cady
Thomas H. Caldwell
MaryEllen Carlise
Edward and Kimberly Carter
Fred and Anne Christensen
Joseph and Rose Circello
Robert Clark
Wes and Julie Clelland lll
Rick and Shelley Coleman
Paul and Mary Conant

The Arizona Center for Nature Conservation Board of Trustees and staff greatly appreciate the generous donors who supported the organization 
this year through grants, sponsorships, bequests, corporate contributions, Capital Campaign contributions and other gifts.

Event Network
The Fred Maytag Family Foundation
Michael Goodman
Gary and Andy Harper
Martha A. Head
Kazanjian Foundation
Merald W. "Buzz" &  
 Sue Jones Fund
Paul and Marjorie Richard*
RMNG
Eleanor Rosser*

$10,000 to $24,999
Mark and Misty Albertsen
Allionce Group
Arizona Coyotes Foundation
Arizona Horse Lovers Foundation
Philip and Lydia Bell
Barry and Jean Bingham
Steven M. Bloom
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona
The Boeing Company
Lynn H. Brown
Curtis and Cindy Brown
Janice Carpenter
Bert and Janice Castro
Frederick and Erika Chin
City of Phoenix -  
 Office of Arts & Culture
Desert Ron
Peggy Dinan
Cindy Eckert-Timm and Damon Timm
Edward Jones
Fred and Kay Fathe
Bertram and Betty Feingold
Freeport-McMoRan Foundation
Fry's Food Store of Arizona
Dieter and Julie Gable
Gammage & Burnham
Mary Gray
J. Thomas Heyn
James L. Hope
David and Wendy Howell
David and Mary Lodwick
Robert and Lucy Lorenzen
Herbert and Julie Louis*
Scott and Kim McIntosh
Cindy L. Nathern

Mark and Christine Nathern
National Bank of Arizona
Wayne and Pat Needham
Louis A. Nyman*
Harry and Verity Oberkfell
Rob and Traci Olson
Ottawa University
Matthew and Mary Palenica
Paul and Claudia Paparella
Gael N. Parks
Skip and Jan Paschke
PNC Bank
Renewal by Andersen
Risas Dental and Braces
Debbie Robson
Kenneth and Mary Jean Swanson
Edward and Lynn Villanueva
Charles and Vonnie Wanner
Carl and Patricia Weiler
Donald and Diane White
William W. Williams
The Woodward Fund,  

Stephen and Kathy Woodward

$5,000 to $9,999
David and Iris Abdo
Mike and Kim Abel
Judy and Rory Albert
Jeanette L. Alexander
Peter and Judy Allard
Anonymous
The Arizona Republic
Jim and Kathy Arner
Robert Beach and Devon Reismiller
John and Oonagh Boppart
Robert J. and Nelda Brown
Ben and Jenna Buchanan
Cardinals Charities
Julia Carpenter Tumalty*
Bill, Shirlee, Sarah and Bryan Cobb
Jane Cox
Hollie Crim
Clifton and Marilyn Douglas
Todd and Stephanie Douma
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Katie Eisenreich and Kevin Thurman
Dee and Eric Ensign
Peter Fine and Rebecca Ailes-Fine

Joanie L. Flatt
Marleigh Fletcher
Barbara Gant
Cody Garhart and Jennifer Tinsman
Jeff and Dee Gibbons
Marney Glancy
Heather and William Gluski
Daphne Gracey
Craig and Kathryn Grimco
Darlene D. Hagan
Susan Hamby
Peter Hand
Pam and John Haugen
Linda Hayes and Andrew Schnieder
Helios Education Foundation
John Hervey
Hickey Family Foundation
Stephen and Natalie Higgins
Terrie Hobbs
Richard and Barbara Jaquay
Ronald and Susanne Jarvie
Stephanie and David Kahn
John and Anabel Konwiser
John and Gail Krueger
Kathy and Terry Lambert
Lectric eBikes
Donald and Barbara Leffler
Heather Lewis
Christine Lowery-Nunez and  
 Rick Nunez
James Maetzold
Matson Foundation
Deborah Miller and  
 Michael Wallensack
MJ Insurance
Anthony and Annasarah Montana
Bil and Shaun Morris
James Nafziger
Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust
Northern Trust
David and Karen Paldan
Dana Paschke and John MacDonald
Phoenix Zoo Auxiliary
Larry* and Connie Pope
Shirley Provo*
Raya Robinson
Barbara Rottas
Ashley Rubio
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Colleen Concannon
Frank and Nancy Consalvo
Ed Conti
William Corrigan and  

Shannon Warner
Ted and Dianna Cosner
David and Geri Couchman
Carol L. Court
Crescent Crown Distributing
Dolores Crosby and Brian Weckerly
Connie Curnett
The Czerwinski Family
Dee Darke
The Davis Family
Ed and Beth Dawkins
Cyndi DeBoer
Johanna Deking and Chris Phillips
Roger Del Castillo
Patricia Delano
John Denson and Chris Russell
Rob DeStasio
Candace Diehl
Gerry Dippe
Jeanne Doane
Shawn and Jennifer Douglas
Paul and Rhonda Drake
D. Lee and Jill Dueringer
East Valley Animal Hospital
Chad and Audrey Eberhard
ECD Systems
John and Diane Eckstein
Charles and Gail Rae Ehrler
Craig and Pam Eisenberg
Nadine Elson
Jon and Roslyn Engebretson
Robert L. Espindola
Keenan and Karla Evans
The Eyde Family
Fairmont Scottsdale Princess
Evert and Dottie Farmer
Peter and Patricia Faur
Terry and Barbara Fenzl
Peter B. Figgs Jr.
Larry and Margo Fink and Family
George and Ann Fisher
Jennifer L. Flowers
David and Elizabeth Foley
Ronald and Nancy Foor
Warren and Tara Ford
The Foster Family
Sue Fowler
Susan Frank
Rose Frankfort

Michael and Linde Freedley
Daniel and Lorraine Frias
Mark Frodyma
Louanne Gagnon
Ira J. Gaines and  
 Cheryl J. Hintzen-Gaines
Barbara S. Gallagher
Eric and Katherine Ganz
Linda H. Garrett
Eric and Nura Gehrig
Lori Gesch
Donna Gibson
Edward and Christine Giebel
Karen Gildersleeve
Daniel Gillooley
Micki Gold
Patricia L. Gollum
Bruce and Lisa Graham
Lidiette Greeley
Loretta Green
Debbie Gross
Debra Grunwald
Hacienda Del Sol Guest Ranch Resort
Blanny Hagenah
Jeanette Hall and Richard Willer
Robert and Lisa Halmi
Bruce and Margie Hambro
Bruce Hamilton and  
 Katherine Andary
Carla Hamilton
Anna Lise and Erik* Hansen
Erik and Katie Hansen
Kenneth and Frances Harder
James Hatcher
Ann Haynes
Annette Heath - In Memorial
Anne and Bill Hemelt
Jeanne Herberger
Sandra Hession
Chris Hettlinger
Terrie Hienton
Higley Groves Animal Hospital
Pat and David Hill
David and Amy Ho
Caroline Hoeye
Patrick Hogan and  

Tiffany Moat-Hogan
Gene and Patty Holmquist
Dana and David Holt
Horizon Animal Hospital
Cheryl and Holly Hornyan
Bryan and Carrie Howell
James Hughes

Leonard and Angela Huizar
Alta Hulfachor
Hyatt Regency Scottsdale 

Resort & Spa
Image Craft
Timothy Inman
Jon Jackson
Sandi and Jeff Jansen
Marylou and John Jennings
Kelsey Jewell
Donald L. Johnson
Eric and Keeley Johnson
Margaret Johnson
Enos and Margaret Jordan
Junior Achievement
Matthew and Karen Kaplan
Quinn Kasem
Barbara Kennedy
Gretchen and James King
Chris and Joy Klein
Sheri Klein
Bruce and Eleanor Knappenberger
Janeen Knochenhauer
Michelle Krajewski
Tammi Krause
Craig Krumwiede and Alison Lewis
Dr. Shanyn Lancaster and 

Christopher Chu
Lane Terralever
Bill and Stacey Langhofer
Jacob and Rebecca Lausen
Bruce and Jane Lawson
Legacy Traditional Schools
Christian and Allison Lester
Steven and Dori Lewis
Stan Lode and Phyllis Heylinger
John and Naomi Lohr
J. Curtis and Suzette Long
Eric and Tatum Luoma
Harriet Maccracken and  

Edmund Stump
Samuel and Zamela MacLaughlin
Dominic and Karen Magnoni
Chris and Stephanie Maloney
Daniel and Nancy Maloney
John Maloney
Michael and Jennifer Manning
Richard Manning Jr.
Michael and Catherine Mannuzza
Roger and Vicki Marce
Michael and Lori Margolis
Sarah and Anthony Marshall
Patricia Martin

Roseann Martinez and Sarah Bosworth
Kevin and Stacy Mason
Carl and Carol Matthusen
Patrick D. Matzner and Janet Mullins
Debi Maxwell
Staci Mayer and Will Friese
Denise McClain
Ronald and Marjorie McComb
Dee McCulley
Walker and Martha McDowell
Keith S. McKenzie
Logan and Debra McKenzie
Danielle McMahon
Ron and Daniele Mercer
Paul and Amy Mescher
Robert Meyer and Kathleen Harner
Arthur and Tatum Miller
James and Karen Miller
Robert Milligan
Steven and Peggy Minard
Tom and Carole Minor
Cory and Gita Mishkin
Subir and Heather Mitra
Brianna K. Mobley
Rich and Sharon Mogull
Charles and Rachael Mohler
Mateo and Joronda Montaño
Amanda Montgomery
Cindy Montgomery
Paul and Claudia Moreno
Ruthie Morgan
D C. Mossman
Paula Mueller
Bill Muster and Melissa Ward
Susan Myers
Karen Nackard
Lynne Nemeth
Mary Neuman
Michael and Beth Newman
James and Roxana Nighswonger
Eric H. Nilsen
Patti and Forrest Noelck
Richard and Patricia Nolan
John C. Norling
Doug and Kristi Odom
Bob and Rosemarie Orlick
Douglass and Charlotte Oscarson
David and JoAnn Ott
James and Gretchen Overling
Richard and Theresa Palmer
Brittany Parise
Morrie* and Jan Patten
Jeff and Debra Pearse

Craig O. Pearson
Donna and Joey Peery
Andrew Perryman
Amanda Petersen
Julie and Michael Petteys
David and Doreen Picerne
Derek and Emily Picerne
Wendy Pike and Sheri Heilman
David and Pamela Plumb
Rosemary and Mardi Pomeroy
The Post Family
John and Michele Potts
Carolyn J. Potyka
Luann Price
Susan and Nicholas Price
David and Qin Puccio
Teresa and Mark Quale
Michael and Stephannie Quick
J William Quigley
William and Diane Raleigh
Nayan Ranchhod and Jenny Abbey
Dennis and Sheila Randall
Erich Raulfestone
Milton and Lisa Ray
John and Brittany Redenbaugh
Michael Reilly
Jen Reitmeier
Justin Rekasi and  

Andrea Dickson-Rekasi
Peter Renner
Amanda and Wesley Reynolds
Susan Richey-Schmitz
Ronald and Barbara Rinfret
Marty and Aimee Rios
Patrick and Dawn Rissi
Sarianne Rittenhouse
Charles Rogers
John and Lois Rogers
Henry and Stephanie Roldan
Steve and Merle Rosskam
Dan and Patty Roth
Michael and Lia Rowland
Royal Palms Resort and Spa
John and Susanne Rudolph
Donald Russell
David and Jenni Ryon
Adrien and Gabrielle Sanchez 
Beatrice Sanderson
Rachel and Mike Sandoval
Hester Sargent
Rita Sargis and Leo Horan
Frank and Cindy Saverino
Gregory J. Scavan Family

Kevin and Jessica Schaefer
Robert and Patricia Schaefer
Carol and Randy Schilling
Glenda Schillinger
Tighe and Megan Schlottog
Kim Schmid
Cora Scholz
Daniel Scholz
Lyrna and Michael Schoon
Lynn A. Schultz
Tracy Schwalm
Bruce and Sheila Schwartz
The Seeger Family
Diana Seymour
Mark and Debra Sheck
Jane Sheehan
Amber Shulman
Eileen and Jeffrey Siddell
Jason and Laura Sixkiller
Gary and Chris Skarsten
Lauretta and Jeff Skigen
Connie Small
Marilyne Smith
Richard and Charlotte Anne Smith
Danielle and Nick Spahle
Steve and Lenore Newman  

Family Foundation
Scott and Tiffany Stilgenbauer
Robert and Roberta Strom
Ravi and Teresa Subramanian
Samantha Sue
Sunburst Animal Hospital
Ben and Tamara Tanaka
Julia Taylor
Charles Thomas
Linda Thomas
Matthew Thomas and Sergio Ruiz
Greg and Mary Thompson
Steven Thompson
Tony and Judith Tourville
Tara Travis
Jeffrey and JR Trevas
William and Natalie Truett
Charles and Kimberly Tuomi
Susan M. Turner
Jon and Lauren Ulrich
United Way of Central Ohio
Uptown Jungle North Phoenix
Valley of the Sun United Way
The Van Duyne Family
Scott and Marybelle 
 Vanderburgh
Susan VanWormer

Irene H. Vasquez  
In Memory of Lydia Lee Gonzales

Steven and Diane Vaughn
VCA University Animal Hospital,  

PLLC
Chris and Tiffany Venture
Amber and Matthew Vestal
Lesley and Jeremy Visutsiri
Voni Walker
Robert and Kimberly Warneke
Amanda Warner

Charles and Shari Warshaver
Richard West and Pamela Lauber
Joann and Kevin Westrum
Kelsey Wheeler
Debbi and Martin* White
Bryan and Jamie Whitlock
Kathleen and James Wieand
Jon and Shanna Williams
Natalie Wood
WSP, Inc.
Ken and Rebecca Zandarski

*Deceased

All supporters as of December 31, 2022. The Arizona Center for Nature 
Conservation regrets the omission of any names. Please inform the 
Donor Relations Department at 602.914.4362 if this has occurred so our 
records can be updated.
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Financials
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

   
SUPPORT AND REVENUE

Admissions & Memberships $   23,170,083 $  17,901,715
Educational Programs  439,261  138,936
Group Services  1,179,980  227,987
Food & Retail  4,659,944  3,225,579
Contributions**  16,294,766  8,523,415
Investment Income/(Loss)  (1,049,641)  2,531,387
Other           (30,278)             24,162

Total Support and Revenue $  44,664,115 $  32,573,181

EXPENSES
Program Services $ 24,615,305 $  19,577,161
Management & General  3,133,689  2,312,302
Fundraising & Membership Development  3,200,882  2,581,954

Total Expenses $  30,949,876 $ 24,471,417
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $  13,714,239 $  8,101,764

NET ASSETS – Beginning of Year $  66,781,914 $ 58,680,150
NET ASSETS – End of Year $  80,496,153 $ 66,781,914

** Includes revenue with donor restrictions prior to release for Capital Campaign and other projects 
of $1,774,745 for 2022 and $4,165,028 for 2021. For 2022, includes $1,294,042 in proceeds from the 
CARES Act Employee Retention Credit and $10,000,000 from the Shuttered Venues Operator’s Grant 
and for 2021, includes $1,802,248 in proceeds from CARES Act Employee Retention Credit.

For the year ended

June 30, 2022

     
ASSETS

Current Assets
Cash & Cash Equivalents $ 28,020,127 $ 10,728,263
Contributions Receivable  151,182  994,225
Other Current Assets  1,646,506  1,242,597

Other Assets
Investments  5,617,229  5,319,983
Endowments  9,782,403  10,463,965
Assets restricted for long-term purposes

Cash   4,370,106           5,210,903
Contributions Receivable  1,061,643  711,635

Property & Equipment, net  33,148,726  32,541,436
Beneficial Interest in Trusts  5,164,049  5,992,123
Other Assets  24,371  19,371

TOTAL ASSETS $ 88,986,342 $ 73,224,501

LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable & Accrued Expenses $ 3,799,889 $ 2,630,978
Deferred Revenue $ $4,690,300 $ 3,811,609
Long-term Debt $   – . . $   – . .

Total Liabilities $   8,490,189  $ 6,442,587

NET ASSETS
Without donor restrictions $ 62,528,033 $ 48,506,228
With donor restrictions  17,968,120  18,275,686

Total Net Assets $ 80,496,153 $ 66,781,914
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS $ 88,986,342 $ 73,224,501

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
June 30, 2022 June 30, 2021

For the year ended

June 30, 2021

Admissions & Memberships 49%

Contributions  35%

Educational Programs 1%

Group Services  3%

Food & Retail  10%

Investment Income & Other -2%

Support 

and Revenue

Expenses

ACNC BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OFFICERS

TRUSTEES

TRUSTEES EMERITUS

Stephen Higgins       Harry A. Papp       Phil Petersen

Leadership

Program Services  80%

Management & General 
Fundraising & Membership  10% 

Development  10%

Maja Wessels
Chair

Stephen Fisher, DVM
Past Board Chair

Yvonne A. Betts
Chair, Governance

and Nominating

Larry A. Fink
Secretary

Julie Gable
Chair, Outcomes

Linda Hayes
Chair, Development

Gabrielle Vitale
Chair, Finance 
and Treasurer

 Jeremy Bound
Director of Information Technology

Bill Davis
Director of Operations

Carrie Flood
Director of Learning & Engagement

Jenifer Flowers
Director of Guest Services,  
Member Relations & Retail

Drew Foster
Director of Living Collections

Tara Harris
Director of Conservation & Science

Harry Jones
Director of Project Management  

& Purchasing

Christopher Ramos
Director of Events & Group Sales

Steve Roberson 
Director of Park Services

Dr. Margarita Woc Colburn
Director of Veterinary Services

Norberto J. (Bert) Castro
President & Chief Executive Officer

Bronwen Barnett
Executive Assistant

Ruth Allard
Senior Vice President of Conservation Science,  

Learning & Engagement

Lorraine Frias
Senior Vice President of 

Institutional Advancement

Linda Hardwick
Vice President of Marketing, 
Communications & Events

Dave Loncala
Vice President of Finance & Accounting

Christine Lowery-Nunez
Chief Administrative Officer

Bonnie Mendoza
Chief Operating Officer/Chief Financial Officer

Dr. Gary West, DVM
Senior Vice President of Animal Health  

and Living Collections

Joe Wilkes
Senior Vice President of Facilities 

and Construction

Cynthia Aguilar

Brian Baehr

Marty Barrett

Heidi Berger

Jean C. Bingham

Michael Blaire, DVM

Richard B. Burnham

JoEllen Doornbos

Michael Johnson

Craig Krumwiede

Dawn Meidinger

John C. Norling

Stephen M. Ochoa

Karen Peters

Jim Pratt

Susie Sherman, DVM

Amber Vestal

Kris Yamano

ACNC EXECUTIVE TEAM
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Mission
The Arizona Center for Nature Conservation 
advances the stewardship and conservation 
of animals and their habitats while providing 

experiences that inspire people and 
motivate them to care for the natural world.


