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A Phoenix Zoo-reared Chiricahua leopard frog

being released to the wild.

MISSION

The Arizona Center for Nature Conservation
advances the stewardship and conservation
of animals and their habitats while providing
experiences that inspire people and motivate

them to care for the natural world.
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DEAR FRIENDS,

This past year has been one of meaningful progress at the
Phoenix Zoo. It has truly been a year of growth, connection
and care. Thanks to your continued support, we welcomed
new audiences, expanded our animal collection and invested
in projects that strengthened our commitment to conservation,

research, education and serving as a great community asset.

Some of our proudest achievements this year were reaching more
diverse audiences across our community, introducing thousands
of guests to the Zoo. A perfect example was 602 Day, when
admission was $6.02 for all guests. Nearly 19,000 people joined
us that day, making it not only a celebration of Phoenicians and
our city, but also a powerful reminder of how access to nature and
wildlife can bring people together. Serving our community in this

way is central to who we are.

We were also thrilled to welcome many new animals to the Zoo
this year. Guests delighted in meeting beautiful secretarybirds,
celebrated the arrival and naming of our new baby giraffe, Kasi,
and were able to meet our new hamadryas baboons, kudus and
impalas, along with a variety of other new residents. Each new
animal represents both joy and excitement for our guests and an

important opportunity to inspire conservation awareness.

Several major trails and habitats also saw breathtaking
improvements. The opening of Big Cats of Arizona marked a
significant milestone as it showcases Arizona’s native big cats,
mountain lions and jaguars, while highlighting the importance
of protecting wildlife close to home. Our orangutans received

new climbing structures that encourage natural behaviors and

provide fun enrichment. We also remodeled the greater flamingo

habitat, enhancing both animal care and guest viewing.

Behind the scenes, we made critical investments in infrastructure
that will benefit the Zoo for decades to come. On the Savanna
we added a new, much larger barn, enabling us to hold more

species in this habitat in the future. Construction is underway on

the Midwestern University Zoological Medical Institute within
The Kemper and Ethel Marley Foundation Animal Care and
Conservation Campus, shaping the future of veterinary care

for wildlife at the Zoo. Also mid-construction is the Doornbos
Animal Rescue and Care Center, which will be a quarantine
facility for new animals to the Zoo, as well as a place where wild
animals can find respite after being confiscated from poachers in

wildlife trafficking cases.

When we reflect on this year, what stands out most is how much
is possible when a community comes together around a shared
love for animals and conservation. From welcoming new guests
and new animals to improving habitats and expanding life-
saving facilities, there is truly so much happening at the Phoenix
Zoo because of all who support it. We are grateful to be on this
journey with a community who believes so strongly in protecting
and caring for the natural world.

Sincerely,

—_

_ e

—

Norberto J. (Bert) Castro
President and CEO,

Arizona Center for Nature Conservation/Phoenix Zoo




FERN & THISTLE
When the Big Cats of Arizona habitat opened in April, the
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Zoo was preparing the mountain lion space for two older cats,
not cubs. However, when the Zoo’s mountain lion sisters,
Sierra and Mystic, passed shortly before and after the opening
of the new habitat, respectively, there was an unexpected

change of plans.

As preparations began for the grand opening of Big Cats

of Arizona, 750 miles away in California, there were three
mountain lion cubs who had just been orphaned and relocated
to the Oakland Zoo. They were spotted hiding under a car in
a neighborhood of Portola Valley, outside Oakland, scared and
alone. Their mother had been struck by a car, and the cubs

would not be able to survive on their own in the wild.

While mourning the losses of Sierra and Mystic, the news
came through that there was an opportunity for two of the
cubs to make their way to Phoenix if the Zoo had the room to

house them. The third cub went to the Birmingham Zoo.

The cubs, named Fern and Thistle, arrived at the Phoenix Zoo,
still timid and too small to enter the beautiful new habitat.
Behind the scenes, keepers worked hard to acclimate the
siblings to the new environment. Through behavioral
enrichment, varied feeding strategies and plenty of
patience, the cubs became more comfortable in their
new space. Thistle was the first to warm up to his
new home and keepers, and once big enough
to safely enter the habitat, he made his way
outside and began exploring. The shyer of
the two, Fern, joined Thistle outside just a

few days later.

Now;, nearly a year old, the brother
and sister duo are a strong
representation of their species and
comfortably and confidently
keep watch atop their tall
platform in the Big Cats of

Arizona habitat.

AMPHIBIANS
20 Species | 5,348 Individuals*
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114 Species | 459 Individuals
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INVERTEBRATES
30 Species | 10,891 Individuals*

MAMMALS
| 379 Individuals
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BIG CATS OF ARIZONA

On April 2, the ribbon was officially cut to announce the grand opening of the Big Cats of

Arizona habitat on the Arizona Trail. With major supporter Art Pearce and his family in
I " 2. attendance, guests watched for the first time as female jaguar, Caipora, made her way across

the overhead catwalk and into her brand-new habitat.

This beautiful habitat was thoughtfully designed to reflect the natural beauty of Arizona's

wild landscapes, providing the jaguars and mountain lions with enriching spaces that

encourage their natural behaviors. Caipora’s habitat includes an active flowing creek, while e
male jaguar, Saban, enjoys an approximate 1,500-gallon pool. Next door, mountain lions —
Fern and Thistle enjoy features of brush and rocks to blend in with, as well as trees and

structures to climb that extend up onto a platform in the middle of the habitat.

In the center of the innovative areas, guests can relax under the large shade structure as they

take in the scenery and observe the cats in their striking new homes. s

In addition, the Zoo was able to construct a brand-new event space as part of the trail
expansion. The Doornbos Desert Grove, in the heart of the Arizona Trail, includes a viewing

window into Caipora's habitat and ample space for events with multiple set-up designs.

This new feature of the Arizona Trail is a spectacular homage to the state’s big cats and
provides substantial educational material through interactive signage whereby guests can
compare their hand to cat paws, learn about camera traps and cat scat and discover the

history of Arizona’s big cats.

ORANGUTAN CLIMBING STRUCTURES GREATER FLAMINGO HABITAT VELDT BARN

The orangutans enjoyed the addition of new terrestrial climbing The greater flamingo habitat received a facelift this fall that To facilitate more space for animals on the Zoo’s Savanna, a new

structures throughout their habitat to further provide enrichment  included new grass, a redesigned water feature and a designated veldt barn was constructed to include housing for new species

opportunities and reinforce their arboreal nature. space to lay and care for their eggs. including impala and kudu.



ANIMAL UPDATES

A NEW CALF o ) A /-~ IN LOVING MEMORY OF INDU
JOINS THE HERD B ) A Ko™ B P S= : : = In May, the Phoenix Zoo lost 59-year-old Indu,

Sunshine gave birth to a female . .I ' it | e .. ¥ 2 T i = #  the Zoo’s only remaining Asian elephant and

calf fathered by Miguu. This is P e nd sl G ' - - F o - = along-living testament to the incredible care
their fifth calf together and is a : " - Ll o | g P : _ r ! - . = ? provided by the keepers at the Phoenix Zoo.

great win for the Masai giraffe it : I =

Species Survival Plan. [ " _ | V5 = "t : iy ik o 2 b5 f Throughout her 27 years at the Zoo, Indu formed

A ey 2 : : I a deep connection with her caretakers, who

The adorable new calf, named P -_ L2 oY - ik e 1 : s 0 g A g ._ 4 dedicated themselves to providing her with the best
Kasi, can now be seen roaming P Al o v ] - s, i _‘i: i . o N e =l 4 life possible. She was known for her curious and

the Savanna with her mother. . A x h"_ 1.; SN . '. I ol g : ".51::._" _ : =4 _— 1 independent spirit.

The name Kasi, meaning | A - . L : £ )

speed in Swahili, was voted on e ~ ¥ MWEL TN . Jy S = N = 2 3 Indu’s imposing stature was matched only by her

by fans of the Zoo with more b £\ ' / ! ‘ A o A . JEh A gentle demeanor as she brought smiles to the faces of
than 11,000 total votes across = yi w, o o : : ;. £ g s Sk . .‘ 4 ‘ countless guests, from wide-eyed children seeing an
five name options! ' 7N o e i . : ? : - " & elephant for the first time to lifelong Zoo supporters

. I 5 : who came back time and again to visit her.

In addition, the Zoo's Plaza _ ; y .

Marketplace gift shop . § ol i ! ; : z i St The Phoenix Zoo community is deeply saddened by the
created a Kasi t-shirt to ' z ! ! 4 : i y 0 = ™ e -~ ‘ loss of Indu but took solace in the profound impact she

commemorate her arrival. 47 TN e *. - ! _ . ] "ol ' > had on everyone who had the privilege of knowing her.

“Indu, you were my first, and will likely
be my last, elephant love. Thank you for
introducing me to this incredible life.
Thank you for loving me and teaching me
so many important life lessons.”

- Heather
A keeper of Indu

"1 vividly remember the first day
| stood eye-to-eye with Indu. That
silent exchange between us was more

powerful than words. A relationship with
SECRETARYBIRDS IMPALA AND KUDU JOIN THE SAVANNA BABOONS an elephant is something you feel; it lives

The Zoo welcomed a new species this year with two Two new species were introduced to the Savanna this year, The Zoo’s hamadryas baboon population doubled this winter in vour chest.”
in you .

secretarybirds making their appearance at Predator Passage. A increasing the biodiversity in this expansive habitat. First, in May, when two new individuals joined the troop. Three-year-old
new habitat was built next to the vultures and across from the the Zoo welcomed a new species to the Zoo, kudu. A month later, female, Addison, and four-year-old male, Mzuzi, were quick to
African lions, thanks to the generous support of the Twiford five impala made their way into the habitat. With this addition, make themselves part of the group, getting along great with one - Stevie
Foundation. Stan and Risha are brother and sister and hail from there are now over 30 individuals living on the Savanna between another, and with long-time Zoo residents Moja and Ana. A keeper of Indu

sub-Saharan Africa. giraffe, gazelle, kudu, impala, stork and guinea fowl.



RARE ORANGUTAN
DIAGNOSIS
In June, keepers noticed a mass near

the right armpit of Michael, the male

Bornean orangutan. He was anesthetized

for further evaluation, and the mass
was surgically removed. Following
consultation with both primate and
human pathologists, the mass was
diagnosed as apocrine carcinoma, a very
rare form of cancer that can be locally
invasive and aggressive. The Zoo’s
veterinary team, alongside an outside
surgeon, performed a surgical resection
of the affected area. Michael is now
undergoing anti-androgen therapy and

continues to be closely monitored.

CHACO CENTER FOR
CONSERVATION-PECCARIES

Outside of Phoenix, the Zoo’s veterinary
team traveled to Paraguay to work with

the Chaco Center for Conservation and
Research. The Zoo’s team provided health
assessments to Chacoan peccaries by

taking samples of weight, hair and blood,
thus obtaining preliminary data of each
individual, ensuring they were in good health
before being moved to new pens

with other healthy peccaries.

ALLIGATOR AMPUTEE

Roscoe, one of our six American
alligators was diagnosed with chronic
osteomyelitis, an infection affecting the
bones in his right rear leg. After careful
evaluation, amputation was determined
the best treatment option. Following a
successful surgery, Roscoe has returned

to his habitat and is adapting well.

EMERGENCY SUMATRAN
SURGERY

When keepers observed that Joanne, a
Sumatran tiger, was showing signs of
lethargy, she was evaluated and diagnosed
with an enlarged, fluid-filled uterus.
Emergency surgery was performed to
remove her uterus and ovaries, and Joanne
has since made a full recovery. Pathology
results confirmed the presence of uterine
cancer, which was likely the cause of the
fluid buildup. Fortunately, the cancer
appeared to be confined to the uterus and

was successfully removed during surgery.




CONSERVATION

SAVING BFFS

When cuts to federal funding threatened the livelihood of

black-footed ferrets in the wild, the Phoenix Zoo, alongside
the AZA’s Saving Animals from Extinction (SAFE) Black-
footed Ferret Program, jumped into action to raise funds.
With impending cuts to the teams responsible for plague
prevention in their native region, the already highly

endangered ferrets would face a monumental hurdle.

Together with other conservation organizations and Black-
Footed Ferret SAFE, the Phoenix Zoo helped raise the more
than $500,000 necessary within two months to ensure the
field teams were able to continue their work keeping the
ferrets and their prey safe through plague mitigation across 10

reintroduction sites in North America.

CONSERVATION ON TAP

In collaboration with Huss Brewing Co., the Phoenix Zoo
introduced a creative and engaging way to connect new audiences

with conservation through a series of thoughtfully crafted,

native-species-inspired beers. This past year’s releases included

Mexican Wolf IPA, Jaguar Light Lager and Chiricahua Leopard

; o
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Frog Limited Edition Unfiltered IPA, pairing seasonal flavors with

meaningful conservation storytelling. Moving forward, the Zoo

will continue to spotlight a new native species every four months,

aligning each release with the season while championing the Zoo’s

_.HIRI
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u i EDFII n u FH' conservation efforts. This innovative partnership demonstrates
-EH lﬁﬁt iR how conservation messaging can be accessible, memorable and
T2 44 e —

appealing — meeting people where they are and inviting them to

be part of protecting Arizona’s wildlife in a fresh, unexpected way.

THE PHOENIX ZOO RELEASES 30,000TH
CHIRICAHUA LEOPARD FROG

Since the program began, more than 30,000 tadpoles, juveniles
and adult Chiricahua leopard frogs raised at the Phoenix Zoo’s
Johnson Conservation Center have been released to the wild,

helping recover wild populations.

Chiricahua leopard frogs are native to higher-elevation areas of
Arizona, New Mexico and northern Mexico and are listed as
Threatened under the U.S. Endangered Species Act. Disease,
especially from chytrid fungus, is a major threat to these frogs.
Invasive non-native species such as bullfrogs have also caused

population declines, along with habitat loss and drought.

Like other amphibians, Chiricahua leopard frogs play
important roles in their ecosystem. They control insect
populations, including mosquitoes, and they serve as a food
source for many different animals. As an indicator species, their
presence or absence in an area can also serve as a warning about

water quality issues.
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2025 BY THE NUMBERS: PHOENIX ZOO FIELD CONSERVATION SCIENCE EDITION
Sorted: Counted in Costa Rica: Documented: Collected: Supported:

photos and water samples at the Zoo to test for jaguar DNA toward conservation

1 09 604 videos from 61 white-lipped peccaries in one 663 records of 7 advancement of environmental DNA sampling techniques 40 + grant projects
[ Arizona 10-second video white-tailed deer to be used in the wild around the world
* & BN S8 . .l

biodiversity detection nodes Traveled: @ 1 5 Oo
o 3 badger photos”\ I +

61 5 3 ’ videos from 1
7 Costa Rica reporting acoustic data
+ hours of Zoo conservation
4 in six months of data from the °e staff and volunteer work in
° [ ]

photos and Atascosa Complex Wildlife Study ield in Ari
. camera vandalized in Southern Arizona. miles for Zoo staff the field in Arizona

1 7 1 1 4 1 sorted by a black bear conservation grant projects
I this year! repeatedly 0e®®
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MEMBERSHIP
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MEMBERS EXPERIENCE MORE

This year, the Phoenix Zoo delivered a dynamic lineup of
member events, offering meaningful, year-round opportunities
for the community to connect with wildlife and conservation.
The standout experience was the highly anticipated Big Cats
of Arizona Member Preview on April 4 & 5, which drew
exceptional attendance and enthusiasm. The Zoo welcomed
2,336 members on Friday and 3,945 members on Saturday.
Members enjoyed early access to the new habitats, keeper chats
and hands-on activities that resulted in 415 crafted behavioral

enrichment items for the Zoo's animals.
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Beyond this new habitat opening event, monthly member
engagement continued to grow through diverse offerings
including Curator Talks, animal carcass feedings and storytime
held during member hour, celebration of pollinators on National
Hummingbird Day and a rejuvenating member yoga session

in the Orangutan Bilik in December. Together, these offerings
strengthened the Zoo’s relationship with its membership
community by providing more value to members, deepening
educational impact and fostering meaningful connections that

support the Zoo's mission, year-round.

) BIGFOOT DISCOyERY
-- BIET SHop
THE WY

BIG

BIG FUN WITH BIGFOOT

pISCoyzRY TOUR

BIGFOOT VISITS THE ZOO
Lions, tigers and cryptids, oh my! Apparently, the legendary and

elusive Bigfoot was craving some sunshine and warmth and found
himself at the Phoenix Zoo this spring. Given his experience in
the world’s natural uninhabited and hidden corners, he was on a

mission to share ways we can protect our home planet.

In his true nature, Bigfoot wasn’t seen often, but he was caught
on social media a handful of times and even appeared in a few
Doornbos Discovery Amphitheater presentations! While he was

out lurking around the Zoo, guests were invited to explore his

home base. His interactive compound, brought to the Phoenix Zoo
through collaboration with Event Network, featured interactive
games, a slide, live terrariums, photos from previous stops and

a wish tree. After exploring his compound, learning about the
wonders of the natural world and how to “take the pledge” in

saving our environment, guests could write a wish or promise to the

environment and hang it on the tree for everyone to see.

Nl



REACHING NEW AUDIENCES

The Zoo continued to expand its reach this year, connecting
with new audiences through meaningful, nature-based
learning experiences. Through a collaboration with the
Arizona Department of Education, middle and high school
students from across the state, including Yuma and Willcox,

participated in immersive conservation learning.

The Zoo also welcomed new audiences through Comic
Conservation, an art exhibition featuring acclaimed

artists such as Todd McFarlane. More than 5,000 guests
attended the opening celebration, which included artist
meet-and-greets, community partner booths and hands-on

programming.

Family Programs returned, reaching thousands of guests

through Nature Play, story times and seasonal activities that

create joyful early connections to wildlife.

16

MEASURING OUR IMPACT

Impact and accessibility remain central to the Zoo's mission.
Enhancements to special needs programming supported a 15
percent increase in participation, ensuring more families have
access to safe and inclusive experiences. Summer Camp Zoo
2025 welcomed over 800 campers, with 100 percent of surveyed
caregivers recommending the program, and half reporting that
their child adopted a new conservation behavior after camp. The
Zoo also reintroduced middle school programming, including
the first-ever Horse Hands Camp, which showed meaningful
improvements in participants’ confidence and appreciation for

animals.

In a collaborative study with Arizona State University, the Zoo
conducted its first formal evaluation of ZooTeens, the Zoo's
youth volunteer group, and Trailblazers, the Zoo's youth advisory
council. Early results reflect promising growth in environmental
stewardship, leadership and civic engagement — key predictors of

longterm conservation involvement.

2024-2025 Trailblazers Cohort Mean

Conservation Behavior Growth Pre/Post Assessment

In the last six months, how often, if at all, have you engaged
in the following environmental activities and actions?

1 = Never | 3 = Sometimes | 5 = Frequently

AVERAGE PRE | AVERAGE POST

2.00

1.50

Participated in a Participated Spent time working with ~ Consciously
community event in natural a group/organization made time
which focuses on conservation that deals with the to be able
environmental efforts. connection of the to work on

environment to other environmental
societal issues. issues.

awareness.

EMPOWERING OUR COMMUNITIES

Zoo programs continue to empower young people, families

and all guests to become active participants in conservation.
Night Camp staff introduced Helping Out WildLife (HOWL),
a hands-on initiative that encourages campers to take small,
meaningful conservation actions in their daily lives, mirroring
the amplified impact of a wolf pack’s collective howl. Staff
interactions throughout the year also demonstrated the heart of
the Zoo's mission, from guiding conversations about responsible
pet ownership in Monkey Village to helping a young guest

overcome a panic attack in Stingray Bay.

A guest shared, “We have an 8-year-old who had a severe panic
attack and was unable to touch or feed the stingrays. He was
crying uncontrollably from disappointment in himself... The
staff member came to the rescue! She assisted him with patience
and kindness and tender-heartedness and our child was able to
pet one of the stingrays. He was all smiles and repeatedly said
"I'm so proud of myself" and "Next time, I'll feed them." They
went above and beyond and made this an exceptional experience

for our child. It is rare for him to come through a panic attack

to be able to participate in activities the way they helped him do

so today.”

The Zoo’s youth leadership programs remain a powerful pathway
for developing future conservation advocates. One ZooTeen
shared, “I get to be a role model for the next generation and
inspire them to be curious about the natural world,” while a
Trailblazer noted, “I've grown into a confident leader with a
career ahead of me — something I would not have found without
Trailblazers.” These stories reflect the profound ways the Zoo
connects people with wildlife, and helps shape the next generation

of stewards for the natural world.
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DIiA DE LOS MUERTOS

In 2025, the Zoo hosted its first Dia de los Muertos event, honoring
the vibrant Hispanic holiday. The two-day celebration, which was
sponsoted by Valley Toyota Dealers, featured multiple ofrendas, live
performances by local dance groups and mariachis, culturally relevant
craft-making and an art sale, showcasing works fitting the theme, all

of which were donated by Joe Raymond, a local art collector.

The Zo0’s ofrenda was filled with animals from the Zoo who had
passed, and guests were encouraged to bring photos of their own

pets to add to the display. Throughout the Zoo, guests enjoyed

altars that were created and installed by numerous Zoo staff,

Colibri Collective and Midwestern University.
In addition, there were large dancing puppets in the Zoo's main
plaza, mask making for guests and a storyteller sharing the history

and importance of Dia de los Muertos.

After a successful inaugural event, bringing in more than 11,000

guests over two days, the Zoo is excited to grow and develop the

celebration for an even more impactful event next year.

COMMUNITY GATHERINGS THAT SUPPORT THE MISSION

The Phoenix Zoo is deeply grateful to the organizations
supporting its mission by hosting large-scale ZooLights
celebrations and daytime gatherings throughout the year. Events
hosted by HonorHealth, Freeport-McMoRan, Discount Tire,
HopeKids and the City of Phoenix just to name a few, provided
meaningful opportunities for staff and families to gather,
celebrate and connect at the Zoo. Their continued partnership
highlights the Zoo’s value as a trusted, welcoming venue.
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A HOWLING GOOD TIME:

SPOOKY SAFARI RETURNS
Spooky Safari delivered a frightfully

fun experience once again, solidifying
its place as a Valley favorite for
Halloween celebrations. During its
three-night run, the Zoo welcomed
approximately 15,000 guests, with

families and costumed creatures of all

ages filling the paths in search of treats,
face painting, festive games and creative
crafts. This popular event continues

to grow as a beloved seasonal tradition
that brings the community together for

safe, family-friendly Halloween fun.

SENSORY FRIENDLY ZOOLIGHTS
SHINES BRIGHTEST YET

The Phoenix Zoo’s Sensory Friendly ZooLights continues to

provide a welcoming, inclusive holiday experience for guests with
sensory sensitivities, and this year marked the highest-attended

Sensory night to-date.

During this special evening, families and individuals enjoyed the
magic of ZooLights in a calm, accommodating environment and

Py experienced the same beloved light display and attractions with

> ‘_-_-'__-

thoughtful modifications to support sensory needs, including

smaller crowds, quieter music, reduced flashing lights and other

4t 8 adjustments designed for comfort.

The event created a warm, feel-good atmosphere and
Sl g L el exemplified the Zoo’s commitment to accessibility, inclusion

and community engagement.

Sensor,
PHOENIX zooYFrlendly
zoolights
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602 DAY
On June 2, the Zoo took part in the second annual 602 Day. The

celebration honors the City’s 602 area code and showcases the
vibrant local culture, businesses and community spirit that make
Phoenix unique. Many local businesses offer discounts or deals
reflecting the 602 number, and the Phoenix Zoo joined in by
offering general admission for only $6.02 as well as kettle corn,

camel rides and select gift shop items for that same price.

Between the awesome deals and the beautiful unseasonal weather
(a high of 83 degrees in June), it was a huge hit. In fact, it was
the largest paid attendance day in the 62-year history of the Zoo

with nearly 19,000 guests coming out to visit.

TEDDY BEAR CLINIC

In partnership with Midwestern University, the Phoenix Zoo hosted
two Teddy Bear Clinics in 2025. This cute event welcomed young
guests and their stuffed animals to the Zoo for a checkup from

Midwestern University medical, pharmacy and optometry students.

Their best furry friends received pretend vaccines, were dressed in fun
o —
bandages and were awarded

HAVE YOU MET ARI?

This year, the Zoo introduced its first mascot; Ari, the
Arabian oryx! Ari represents the Phoenix Zoo’s history and
pride in helping bring back the Arabian oryx from the brink

of extinction.

Before disappearing from the wild entirely

in 1972, a group of oryx arrived in Phoenix as
part of Operation Oryx to aid in the repopulation

of this critically endangered species. Over the next 20
years, the Phoenix Zoo, alongside the Fauna and Flora
Preservation Society of London, worked to stabilize the
population, eventually releasing a herd back to the wild

in 1981. Since then, Arabian oryx have been removed from
the IUCN’s Endangered list and is now considered a

Vulnerable species, a huge win for conservation.

Ari is a great representation of his species and a
welcome reminder of the great conservation
work taking place in AZA-accredited

facilities across the world.

He can often be seen on Zoo
grounds during events,
visiting other mascots

around the Valley or giving

a good hug or a high-five

to anyone who asks. Be sure to
introduce yourself next time

you see Ari at the Zoo!



A WILD YEAR FOR ART
Created in 2019, the Art on the Wild Side program continues to

grow and bring in new audiences to the Zoo through exhibitions

that focus on conservation and the natural world.

In 2025, the Wild Side Gallery hosted three exhibitions beginning
in the spring with a show featuring works from the Society of
Animal Artists. In the summer, the Gallery hosted an exhibition
with art created by employees and volunteers of the Zoo. Finally,
to round out the year, the Wild Side Gallery exhibited Comic
Conservation; a unique show featuring comic book art and other
forms of graphic illustration highlighting each artist's unique and

bold interpretation of wildlife and the natural world.

Comic Conservation also featured an event in October where
children were invited to meet the artists and collect autographs,
learn more about comics and their favorite superheroes and even

join a drawing session with comic veteran Todd McFarlane, an

22

illustrator of Spider-Man and

creator of Spawn.

In the Savanna Gallery, the
year began with
Urban Wildlife;

a rumination on
how we coexist with
wildlife here in the desert. This
was followed by an exhibit featuring
works created by the children of Zoo
staff and volunteers. And finally,

the year ended with In Your Wildest
Dreams; a whimsical depiction of animals
and thought-provoking interpretations of

nature that sparks curiosity and wonder.

SPONSORSHIPS

DOORDASH MAKES A WILD DELIVERY

In December, DoorDash brought its biggest — and wildest
— delivery yet to the Phoenix Zoo. A massive 6,500 pound,

and over 14-foot-tall DoorDash bag delivered a special snack

for several animals, including fresh produce for orangutans,
giraffe and flamingos, along with a custom delivery for
Chutti the greater one-horned rhino featuring his favorite
foods — bananas, apples and carrots. At 5,500 pounds,
Chutti finally met something bigger than himself, with the

oversized bag outweighing him by 1,000 pounds.

DoorDash also made a generous donation to cover a full
week of produce for Zoo animals. The iconic bag appeared
for one night only during ZooLights, delighting guests
with snacks and adding to the festive atmosphere. While
the DoorDash bag has made stops across the country from
California beaches to a Chicago baseball game, this marked
the company’s largest delivery to date. The sponsorship
captivated guests and animals alike, creating a memorable
moment that supported animal care and elevated the

guest experience.

KEEBLER
In the fall, Keebler successfully brought fun to life

with the Find the Stripes scavenger hunt, celebrating

the launch of Keebler Spookie Fudge Stripes cookies.

For three months, families were invited to explore the
Zoo while locating striped animals, learning facts about
their patterns and engaging with the Keebler brand in an

interactive and memorable way.

Guests participated by scanning QR codes located at six striped
animal habitats throughout the Zoo. These codes directed guests
to Keebler’s Open for Magic platform where discoveries at each
location could be logged for a chance to win exciting prizes,
including an annual Zoo membership and exclusive-behind-the-
scenes animal experiences. This unique experience also included
a presence at the Zoo’s annual Spooky Safari event. Guests were
delighted to receive samples of both the classic Fudge Striped
cookies along with Keebler limited time release of the Spookie

Fudge Striped cookie.



GETTING NOTICED

MAJOR MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS AND BRAND IMPACT

This past year, the Phoenix Zoo received significant media
attention that amplified the mission of the Zoo and strengthened
brand recognition locally, nationally and internationally. The
Arizona Republic and azcentral.com featured a landmark
conservation milestone, highlighting the release of the Zoo’s

30,000th Chiricahua leopard frog into the wild.

The Arizona Republic also followed the carefully coordinated
move of female jaguar, Caipora, into her new habitat, Big Cats of
Arizona, garnering front page placement. This in-depth coverage
offered readers a rare behind-the-scenes look at the meticulous
planning, animal care expertise and timing involved in ensuring

a successful transition.

In addition, the Zoo’s African lion cubs captured widespread
public attention as they celebrated their first birthday. The
celebration featured custom “cub-cakes,” engaging behavioral
enrichment and a joyful moment as hundreds of enthusiastic
and adoring guests gathered to sing Happy Birthday to the boys.
This milestone generated significant media interest and social
engagement, further extending the Zoo’s reach and reinforcing
the powerful emotional connection between the community and

the animals in the Zoo's care.

Cleaned up Phoenix Zoo set to
reopen following $300K in storm
damage
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In October, a powerful microburst struck the Zoo, prompting a
swift, coordinated response to safeguard animals, staff and guests.
The Zoo’s preparedness, professionalism and transparency were
widely praised across local outlets including AzFamily, FOX 10
Phoenix, ABC15 Arizona and 12 News, as well as The Arizona
Republic. Coverage extended well beyond Arizona, with national
and international outlets such as CNN, The Weather Channel and

ABC Los Angeles highlighting the Zoo’s response.

The overwhelmingly positive tone and breadth of this coverage
reinforced the Phoenix Zoo’s reputation as a trusted leader
in animal welfare, conservation excellence and community
stewardship — reaching millions and elevating awareness of the

work far beyond Zoo grounds.
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Jaguars, mountain
lion get new homes

IF I FITS, | SITS

How do you get over 19 million views on social
media? Easy, post cat videos. Senior Carnivore
Keeper, Alyssa, captured a silly video of Joanne the
Sumatran tiger playing with a box in her night house.
Posted with the simple caption, “If I fits, I sits” the

video went viral overnight.

Animal lovers, especially cat lovers, immediately
gravitated to the video, liking, sharing and
commenting with pictures of their domestic cats doing
the same thing. The video even caught the attention
of Chewy, a popular pet supply company. Expecting
nothing in return, Chewy sent care packages to Joanne
and her keepers, including pounds of catnip, Chewy
swag and a hand-painted portrait of Joanne, which

now hangs in the carnivore keeper office.

While videos go viral from time to time, it is rare to
have one perform so well. TikTok accounted for over
nine million of the total views and the Zoo’s account
almost doubled in following. The video also exposed
the Zoo to new regions of the globe, going viral in
other countries including Australia, Brazil, Canada
and England. The virality of this cute, but simple
video shows that social media is a great way to connect

and inspire audiences beyond our physical reach.

AWARDS & ACCOLADES

RANKING
Tee Best ()f- Crizona Business
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#1 BEST ATTRACTIONS:

ZOO0OS AND WILDLIFE PARKS

The Phoenix Zoo was proudly named #1 in Ranking Arizona

for "Best Attractions: Zoos & Wildlife Parks," an honor it has
consistently earned every year since 2012. This long-standing
recognition reflects the Zoo’s unwavering commitment to
exceptional animal care, engaging guest experience and meaningful

conservation work — an achievement the Zoo celebrates with pride

and excitement as a testament to the community’s enduring support.

BEST PLACE FOR CAT LOVERS
IN PHOENIX MAGAZINE

The Phoenix Zoo was honored by Phoenix Magazine as "Best
Place for Cat Lovers," recognizing the Zoo’s Big Cats of Arizona
habitat. The award highlights the Zoo’s exceptional care,
immersive habitats and engaging guest experiences that celebrate

and protect some of the world’s most iconic big cats.

BEST ZOO IN PHOENIX NEW TIMES

The Phoenix Zoo won big at the Phoenix New Times "Best of
Phoenix 2025" awards, taking home top honors for Best Zoo and
Best Family-Friendly Fun, continuing a strong streak of winning
these local accolades year after year for its excellent animal care
and engaging experiences for families.
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A MICROBURST WITH
MACRO COMPLICATIONS

On October 13, a microburst storm rolled through the Zoo,
leaving in its wake dozens of downed trees, uprooted pathways
and damaged structures around the park. For the first time
since 2019, the Zoo was forced to close for three days to

evaluate and repair the damage.

Everyone across the Zoo’s staff, from Operations to
Horticulture to Accounting, grabbed shovels, rakes and brooms
and jumped into action. Over the course of the next three

days, Zoo staff removed downed trees and limbs with the help
of a few outside contractors, shoveled dirt that was covering

the Zoo’s trails and began the lengthy task of reassembling

ZoolLights fixtures. This included the capsized 50-foot-tall
digital tree that floats in the Zoo’s main lake. A crane was
brought in to lift the tree from the lake so repairs could begin,
and through the team’s rapid response and expertise, they were

able to repair the tree and have the Lake Lights Show up and

running for the start of the ZooLights season!

_We are deeply grateful no animals, guests, staff or
volunteers were harmed during the storm as our -
staff acted swiftly to usher animals inside and move -
guests to safety. Those with golf carts rushed to
pick up guests and get them to cover and toward
the exits as the storm lifted. It was truly a full team
effort, and we are incredibly proud of the Zoo's
employees and their work during this stressful
event and the following recovery efforts. We would
also like to extend our gratitude to the community
for assisting in recovery efforts, with special
acknowledgment for the Kemper and Ethel Marley
- Foundation and Ken Kendrick.
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BREAKING GROUND

THE FUTURE OF ANIMAL CARE AT THE PHOENIX 20O

In 2025, the Phoenix Zoo broke ground on two enormously
important projects that will define the future of animal
healthcare for the organization. Phoenix Zoo’s Veterinary
Medical Center (VMC), located within The Joyce Corrigan
Animal Care and Conservation Campus, presented by The
Kemper and Ethel Marley Foundation and The Robert Kemper
Corrigan Foundation (Corrigan Campus), encompasses the
Midwestern University Zoological Medical Institute and the
JoEllen and Philip Doornbos Veterinary Student Center. The
Arthur L. and Elaine V. Johnson Conservation Center is also
an element of the Corrigan Campus. The construction of the
VMC is a great step in cementing the Zoo as a leader in animal
wellbeing and will position the Zoo to continue to pave the

way for zoological veterinary care.

The new space will feature large medical facilities with indoor
viewing windows and digital screens to educate guests as

they observe veterinary exams and animal health procedures
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which may take place in real time. The space will also contain
classrooms and collaborative workspaces to train and motivate
the wildlife veterinarians of tomorrow. Located in the heart of
the Zoo, the VMC will be a state-of-the-art facility.

While construction began on the VMC, fundraising for the
Doornbos Animal Rescue and Care Center (Doornbos ARCC)
gained momentum and subsequently ground was broken

nearby, on this much-needed new facility.

The Doornbos ARCC will serve as a quarantine facility for
Zoo collection animals, while simultaneously providing space
to house animals confiscated through wildlife trafficking
cases. Being so close to the border, the Phoenix Zoo has the
unique ability to be easily accessible for rescued wildlife being
smuggled across our southern border. Additionally, having this
new facility apart from the Zoo’s residents greatly reduces the

chance of spreading disease and protects our community.
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THE PHOENIX ZOO AUXILIARY

The Phoenix Zoo Auxiliary wrapped up their Paw Prints in
Glass project, raising money to benefit the Doornbos Animal
Rescue and Care Center. Participants in the fundraiser were
able to have paw prints of their pets etched in glass and added

to the wall on Zoo grounds.

Now, the Auxiliary is working on a new fundraising effort,
building a mosaic of the Zoo's female jaguar, Caipora, created

through photos submitted by donors to the project.

As always, the Auxiliary is sticking to their motto of “doing a

little fundraising and being helpful wherever needed”.




IN GRATITUDE

The Phoenix Zoo is deeply grateful to the individuals, foundations

and organizations whose generosity made this year possible. We are

honored to recognize the donors listed below and thank you for your

lasting impact.

$100,000 and Above
Estate of Susan Augsburger Trust
Diane & Bruce Halle Foundation
In Memory of Eric Eberhard
Edward Eisele
Ardie and Steve Evans
HACI Mechanical
Contractors, Inc.
Kemper and Ethel Matley
Foundation
Ken Kendrick
Estate of Barbara Miske
Moreno Family Foundation
Phoenix Zoo Auxiliary
Salt River Pima-Maricopa
Indian Community
Margaret Scott
SRP
Swire Coca-Cola, USA
Susan and Ron Telesko
The Arthur L. &
Elaine V. Johnson Foundation
The Dorothy D. and
Joseph A. Moller Foundation
Valley Toyota Dealers Association
Estate of Betty Van Denburgh

$50,000 to $99,999
Anonymous

Steven and Kathleen Ashby
Julie and Jon Deiter

Kay and Fred Fathe

Lee Goldberg Trust

Andy and Gary Harper
Diana Herron

Colin and Ellen Kennedy
Margaret T. Morris Foundation
Pogo Pass

Donald and Dorothea Smith
Carl and Patricia Weiler

$25,000 to $49,999
Allionce Group, LLC.
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Estate of Mary Ann Bogner
Veronica Ciancola

Desert Ron

Fred Maytag Family Foundation
Freeport-McMoRan

Jeff and Dee Gibbons

Mary Gray

Molly and Frank Gring Jr.
Marie and Mike Hoover

Sue and Merald Jones

Estate of Esther M. Misterek
‘Wayne and Pat Needham
Paul and Claudia Paparella
Rose and Harry Papp
Eleanor B. Rosser Trust
Patricia and Louis Stalzer

Edward and Lynn Villanueva

$10,000 to $24,999

Jeanette and John Alexander

APS

Arion Care Solutions

Arizona Community Foundation

Jim and Kathy Arner

Teresa Becker

Lydia and Philip Bell

Barry and Jean Bingham

Steven M. Bloom

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Arizona

Lynn Medley Brown

Curtis and Cindy Brown

Chevron Products Company/
A Division of Chevron
U.S.A. Inc.

Jerry Cox

Cox Communications

Jacqueline and Gregory Davis

JoEllen Doornbos

Cindy Eckert-Timm and
Damon Timm

Edward Jones

Estate of Elizabeth B. Harlan

Dee and Eric Ensign

Bart Faber and Beth Byrnes
Bertram and Betty Feingold
Doreen and Harley Feldberg
Craig and Kathryn Grimco
James Maetzold
Kim and Scott McIntosh
Estate of Lois McLean
Alexandra McLeran
Susan P. Miller
Deborah Miller and
Michael Wallensack
Jon and Joan Nost
Rob and Traci Olson
Max and Mary Ellen Palenica
PNC Bank
Potawomi Zoo
Primrose Schools
Reid Park Zoological Society
Renewal by Andersen of Phoenix
Peter Renner
Risas Dental and Braces
Robert Kemper Corrigan
Foundation
Debbie Robson
Estate of Mimi Ronnie
Lisa Spragens
Eloisa Statham
Street Factory Media
Sundt Construction
The Woodward Fund
Susan VanWormer
Vesely Family Foundation
Virginia G. Piper
Charitable Trust
Jeannette Wahl
Waymo /Sparks Marketing LLC
Donald and Diane White
William W. Williams
Drusilla Wylie
Barbara P. Young

Estate of Lawrence C. Zielinski

$5,000 to $9,999
David and Iris Abdo

Kim and Mike Abel

Mark and Misty Albertsen
Peter and Judy Allard
Allied Global Marketing
Anonymous

Ashley Global Retail, LLC

Mary Ellen and Emery Bartle
Paul and Mary Ellen Baump
Julianne Blanchette
Lothaire and Connie Bluth
Boeing
Linda and John Bolger
Shawna and Mark Bonnett
Nicole and Adam Bowman
Brett Boydstun
Robert J. and Nelda Brown
Richard Burnham
Cheyenne Mountain
Zoological Society
Jane Cox
Hollie Crim
Carol and Barry Cummings
Ann Dahlien
Desert Veterinary
Medical Specialists
Jacqueline Destremps and
Tom Kraby
Katie Eisenreich and
Kevin Thurman
Glenn and Mary Beth Evans
Peter Fine and
Rebecca Ailes-Fine
Larry and Margo Fink and Family
Marleigh Fletcher
Natasha Flyer
The Foster Family
Fry's Food Store of Arizona
Gammage & Burnham
Barbara Gant
Dan and JoAnn Greenzweig
Kathleen Harner and
Bob Meyer
Peggy D. Herz and
Col. Philip E. Smith
Lynne Hipp
Homes & Son Contractors
Barbara Jaquay
Ronald and Susanne Jarvie
Randy Jones
Melody Jones
Barbara and Bill Kalaf
Anthony Kosednar
Jeanna Kozak
John and Gail Krueger
Bill and Stacey Langhofer
Pat Laskoski

Steven and Dori Lewis
Ray Lindstrom
Robert and Lucy Lorenzen
Daniel and Sandra Luechtefeld
John Martinez and Mary Lowery
Deborah Mather-Boehm and
David Boehm
Matson Foundation
Bonnie Mendoza and
Arnold Mejia
Scott and Stephanie Morris
James Nafziger
Barbara and Laurance Nilsen
David and Karen Paldan
Mary and Max Palenica
Jeffrey and Martha Paulson
Phoenix Raceway
Jim and Pamela Pratt
Estate of Shirley Provo
Nayan Ranchhod and Jenny Abbey
Lisa Ray
Rachel Renear
Molly Riley and Paul Jacus
Raya Robinson
Barbara Rottas
Ashley Rubio
The Seeger Family
Semper Fi Heating & Cooling
Jennifer Sharlit
Amber Shulman
Christine and Brian Smith
Colleen Spakowski
Joe Thomsen
Michael Tucker
Colin and Samantha Vann
Karukurichi and Debra Venkatesh
Virginia Zoological Park
Volkmar Family Foundation Fund
Judith Warnock and
David Carroll
WDM Architects P.A.
Maja Wessels and
Charles Covington
Whatabrands LLC
Andrew and Andrea Will

William Zanzucchi

$2,500 to $4,999
American Express

Mary Anderson

Apollo Animal Hospital
Arizona Diamondbacks
Arrivia
Kelly Arwari
Lacretia and Robert Bacon
John and Kathy Baker
Melissa and Daniel Barbakoff
Barbara and Craig Barrett
Bell Concrete, Inc.
BMO Harris Bank
Andria and Gerald Boat
Matthew Braig
Caterpillar
Jacqueline Chadwick
Daryl Chester and
Kenda L. vonHamm
Community Foundation
of Southern Arizona
William Corrigan and
Shannon Warner
Susan and Clarke Crawford
Robert DeStasio
Kelley Durham
Dyper
Elmwood Park Zoo
Dorothy and Brian Finn
Christopher Fischer
Stephen and Nanci Fisher
Friends of Sunset Zoo
Kamber and Sam Goff
Kathleen and John Graham
Kristin and Ryan Hartman
Have Done LLC
Trent Heidtke
Mark and Haylie Hewitt
Greg Hinton
David and Wendy Howell
Robin and Keith Johnson
Catherine Keenan
Barbara Kennedy
Bruce and Eleanor Knappenberger
John and Anabel Konwiser
Lale and Janine Kuhn
Shanyn Lancaster and
Christopher Chu
Mary Anne Lefevre
Heather Lewis
Gina Long
Lookout Mountain

Veterinary Clinic

Sharon Lytle-Breen

Rachelle Mallory

Stephanie and Chris Maloney

Anita W. Martinez and
Steven Crompton

Robert and Michelle Mawk

Debi Maxwell

MB Foundation

Mario Medrano

Microsoft

Denise and Scott Mitchell

Sandra Mohelnitzky

Cindy Montgomery

Richard and Elaine Morrison

Curtis and Karen Murdock

Karen Nackard

James and Roxana
Nighswonger

Patricia Nolan

Peter and Sarah Novak

Mike and Jeni O'Callaghan

Stephen Ochoa

Open Sky Education, Inc.

Otto & Edna Neely Foundation

Phil and Kim Petersen

Michele Pitzer

Larry and Connie Pope

Brooke Porter

‘Wendi Reed

Angela Reineccius

Richard C. Richardson, Jr.

Bruce Richmond and
Katherine Andary

Christopher and Sheena Robbins

Joe and Pauline Roesler

William and Sue Roman

Gregory J. Scaven Family

Sophann and Tom Schleifer

Debra and Larry Schmalz

Darryl and Barbara Scott

Mary Seeman

Susie and David Sherman

Jon and Michele Simmons

Steven and Maria Simpson

Mark and Bonita Smith

Spence Family Foundation

Mary Stefaniak

Norman and Millicent Stiefler

Sunburst Animal Hospital

Richard and Laurie Swetonic

Tempe Camera and Repair

The Creative Center of
Scottsdale LLC

The Langerman Foundation

Michael Toon

Tony and Judith Tourville

Charles and Kimberly Tuomi

Susan and Richard Turner

Susan M. Turner

Marsha B. Van Dam

Diane and Steven Vaughn

Mary Ann Wells

Jeanne Wilcox

Beth Winkler

James J. Wojcik

Kirstin and Seth Yates

Madeline Zobel

The Zucker Girls

$1,000 to $2,499
Patricia Abbott
Bonnie Adler
ADP
Bert and Jill Alanko
Jennifer Albright
Mary S. Alexander and
Christopher M. McNichol
Narveen and Jean Alexis
Ralph and Camillie Allen
Duane Althoff and
Leonard Muscolino
Thomas Ambrose
J. Christine Anderson
Anonymous
Glenn and Becky Antoune
Applewood Animal Hospital
Arizona Avenue Animal Clinic
Arizona Science Center
Arkansas Zoological Foundation
Art Ingrained
Fred Atarian
Judith Backus
Suzie and Carl Baerst
Judith Bailey
Lynn Balzer
William Banakos and
Elaine Novak
Martin Barrett
Nancy Barrett

Anthony and Carole Basile
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Erica and Todd Baum
Betsey Bayless
Robert Beach and Emilia Alcala
Bennett and Sharon Beaudry
Jack and Anne Belle-Oudry
Neil S. Berman
Joan and Charlie Berry
Sandra and Paul Besso
Daryl Bethea and

Monique Bethea-Hatch
James and Connie Binns
Jeanne Blaes
Michael and Dorothy Blaire
Michael and Carmela Blank
Charles and Sandra Bonstelle
Dave and Linda Boyne
Kim Branson
Mark and Denise Brenneman
Brei Brooks
Frances Brown
Thomas Burba
Beverly Burch
Christine Burton
Gary Cantwell
CAPTRUST
Yolanda Carola
Wendi Castellanos and Jade Owen
Bert and Janice Castro
Charles Schwab
Charles Chavous
Chris Chelone
Mark and Linda Childers
Nancy Childers
Leah Chipman
Robert Cialdini and

Bobette Gorden
Joseph and Rose Circello
Gina Clark
Clark Family Trust
Rachel and Ryan Coffin
Companion Pet Clinic

of Gold Canyon
Cynthia Constas
Dolores M. Crosby
Avery N. Crossman
Crossroads Vet Hospital
Libby Crouch
Darlene D. Hagan Family Trust
Edward Dawkins
Cynthia DeBoer

32

Patricia Delano
Desert Classic All Arabian
Horseshow
Robert and Lynne Dickerson
Dickerson Park Zoo
Scott Dickman
Andrea Dickson-Rekasi
Mary Diedrich and Scot Fechtel
Jeanne A. Doane
Jessica Dorr
Joseph Dudik
Cindy Duncan
John and Diane Eckstein
Pam and Craig Eisenberg
Emporia Friends of the Zoo
Dee Epstein
Evansville Zoological Society
Zach Eyde
Karen Eynon
Dottie and Evert Farmer
Mary Farrington-Lorch
Bonnie Farrow-Rice
Terry and Barbara Fenzl
Ann and George Fisher
Focus Astronomy
Jeanne Forbis and Rick Amend
Jill H. Ford
Sue Fowler
Edward Z. Fox and Lynda J. Adams
Rose M. Frankfort
Christina Frazier
Michael and Linde Freedley
Daniel and Lorraine Frias
Will Friese and Staci Mayer
Tracey Shaw Frost
Jacqueline Furman
Aristea Gadow
Louanne Gagnon
Ira J. Gaines and
Cheryl J. Hintzen-Gaines
Gina Gallo
Susana Garcia and
Francisco Herrera
Carla Gartrell
Christina Gatewood-Reustle
Edward and Christine Giebel
Lloyd Gilbert
Karen Gildersleeve
Daniel Gillooley
Girl Scout Troop 3922

Micki Gold
Patricia L. Gollum
Christopher Goodridge
Deborah and Scott Goodwin
Nancy and Andrew Gordon
Monica Graham
John and Beth Anne Gray
David M. Greenberg
Ronny Grenley
Jacque and Gary Griffith
David and Catherine Grimm
Debra Grunwald
Andrea Gurley
Amy and Derrick Hall
Michele Hamada
Bruce and Margie Hambro
Carla Hamilton and
Shirley Burns
David Hammerslag and
Kirstin Johnson
Anna Lise Hansen
Frances and Kenneth Harder
Mark Harmon
Linda Hayes and Andrew Schnieder
Anne and Bill Hemelt
Michelle Hernandez
Sandra Hession
Chris Hettlinger
Stephen and Natalie Higgins
David Higgins and
Denise Andriello-Higgins
Higley Groves Animal Hospital
Pat and David Hill
Melissa Hirschi
Brittany and Robert Hobe
Caroline Hoeye
Art Holeman
Dana Holt
Russell Homes
Honeywell
Ginny and Tom Hoppal
Teresa Hoerres and
Ravi Subramanian
Horizon Animal Hospital
Cheryl and Holly Hornyan
Buren and Pam Howerton
Alta Hulfachor
Humboldt Area Foundation &
Wild Rivers Community

Foundation

Debbie Husar

Huss Brewing Co

Patti Hussey

Darla Hutchinson

Diane Ignation

Intel

Nancy Jenkins

Mary Lou and John Jennings
Kcris Jernigan

Christine Jewell

Erica Johnson

Juli Johnson and Scott Erdman
Margaret Johnson

Elycia Johnson

Margaret and Enos Jordan
Bob and Laura Joyner

James R. Kelly

Ashley Kibel and Jonathan Hunt
Matthew King

Michael L. Kitchen

Joanne Klebe

Sheri Klein

Heather and Justin Kniep
Janeen Knochenhauer

Luke Knorra

Rosie Kohne

Pauline Komnenich

Michelle Kowalsky

Roberta Kreutzfeld

Michael Krohn

Scott and Jennifer Kruse
Cathy and David Laffler
James Lance

Lee Lander and Katrina Chen
Alan and Kelly Langerak
Linzi Larsen

Amber and Douglas Larussa
L'Auberge de Sedona

Jan Laufer

Jacob Lausen

Brandon and Rachel Lebovitz
Jennifer Lee

Katrina Lessard

Breonna and Mark Licandro
Little Rock Zoo

Stan Lode and Phyllis Heylinger
Suzette and Curtis Long
Curtis and Suzette Long
William and Barbara Loutos

Lumen

Veikune Maafu
Harriet Maccracken and

Edmund Stump
Cameron Macelvee and

Taime Bengochea
Zamela and Samuel MacLaughlin
Karen and Dominic Magnoni
Daniel and Nancy Maloney
Stacy Martin
Patricia Martin
Nick and Molly Matthews
Carol and Carl Matthusen
Beverly and Fritz Maytag
Denise and Thomas McClain
Lori McClelland
Patrick and Kathleen McClenahan
Ronald and Marjorie McComb
Ashley McCord
Jeni McCutcheon Rivera
Walker and Martha McDowell
Mark and Ann Mehrtens
Lindsay Mehrtens-Bedwell
Dawn Meidinger
Kim Meighan
Paul and Amy Mescher
Ellen Michael
Bobbie Miller
Steven and Peggy Minard
Saundra K. Minckley
Carole and Tom Minor
Gita and Cory Mishkin
Christine Mitchell
Beth Mock
Jerry and Suzanne Mohney
Amanda and Shawn Montag
Amanda Montgomery
Ruthie Morgan
Holly and John Murphy
Christina and Sean Murphy
Tyson Muse and Jennifer Riffel
Bruce Nally
Laurance and Barbara R. Nilsen
Forrest Noelck
Allen and Pam Nogee
NRG Energy, Inc.
Lance A. Nugent
Bob and Rosemarie Orlick
Catherine Ortiz
Denise Osborne

Douglass and Charlotte Oscarson

Austin Osiecki

JoAnn Baccus Ott

Chad and Elizabeth Palmer
Lauren Pals

Skip and Jan Paschke
Edward Patterson

Jeffrey and Sara Patterson
Jody Pelusi

Michael Penney

Perch Pub & Brewery

Alan and Courtney Peril
Jeff and Ann Perkins
Suzanne Perkins

Amanda Petersen

Julie and Michael Petteys
Michael Pfister

Nicole Phelps

Marie Picciano

David and Doreen Picerne
Derek and Emily Picerne
David and Pamela Plumb
Sherry and Robert Pobieglo
The Post Family

John Potts

Jenna Pursley

Teresa and Mark Quale
Michael and Stephannie Quick
J. William Quigley

Alecia Radatz and Michael Brown
Renee Ragland

Bill and Diane Raleigh
Desiree Ramirez

Dennis and Sheila Randall
Peggy Randolph

K. Deane Reade
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Barbara and Ronald Rinfret
Norine Rink

Pat Rissi

Sarianne Rittenhouse

Road Runner Sports
Jeannie Robbestad

Patricia Rocha

Rockefeller Group

Maria Rodriquez

Joelle Romo

Allan and Elizabeth Rosen-Ducat
Merle and Steve Rosskam
Royal Palms Resort and Spa
Carol Rozinski

John and Susanne Rudolph

Jennifer Ryon

Salt River Veterinary Specialists

San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance

Beatrice Sanderson

Rachel and Mike Sandoval

Mike and Emily Santellanes

Hester Sargent

Elissa Scannell

Estate of William Schadeberg

Carol and Randy Schilling

Glenda Schillinger

Roger Schoepfle

Sarah Scholl

Cora Scholz

Daniel Scholz

Lyrna Schoon

Sara and Steve Schramm

Lynn A. Schultz

Richard and Christy Schust

Tracy Schwalm

Bruce and Sheila Schwartz

Amy and Tim Shafer

Mark and Debra Sheck

Jane Sheehan

Morgan Sheets

Constance Sherwood

Kate Siegel

Marcy and Mark Singerman

Jason and Laura Sixkiller

Sandra and Dann Slinker

Kurt Slobodzian and
Patricia Weegar

Marilyne Smith

Lawrence E. Smith

Jamie Snedaker

Felicia Sobczak

Joan Soubie

Steven and Sue Ann Southern

Nick Spahle

Ted Stacy

Steve and Lenore Newman

Family Foundation

Katie Stewart

Virginia Sylvester

Heidi Teets

Inge Terpening

Robert and Sarah Testa

Shannon and Ryan Tevis

The Playa Bar

Amberleigh Thetford

Charles Thomas

Steven Thompson

Nolan Thompson

Thurston Charitable Foundation

Tom and Ann Timmer

William and Natalie Truett

Susan and Richard Turner

Twiford Foundation

Lauren and Jon Ulrich

Valley of the Sun Arabian
Horse Association

Irene H. Vasquez In Memory
of Lydia Lee Gonzales

Gisela Jimenez Vazquez

VCA University Animal
Hospital, PLLC

Rebecca and Braulio Velazquez

Adrien and Gabrielle Sanchez

Voni Walker

Kendra Ward

Amanda Warner

Elaine Warner

Jane C. Warren

Theodore Warring

Charles and Shari Warshaver

Jamie Weirback

Brian Welch

Sara Welty

Joss Wertz and Bailey Sperry

Joann and Kevin Westrum

Lisa Wheeler

Howard Whipple

Debbi White

Florence and Keith Wibel

Jon and Shanna Williams

Desmond Wilson

Natalie Wood

‘World Pet Association

Nicole Wroblewski

Heidi Young

Estate of Edward A. Zahn

Kriston Zakhary

Daniel Zeroulias

The Ziemba Family

NETTWATS P

Rhett Zuspan

The donor list reflects gifts and
commitments recorded during the 2025
calendar year. Pledge commitments are
recognized in the year they are made,
regardless of payment schedule.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES
For the year ended For the year ended
June 30, 2025 June 30, 2024 82% Program Services
SUPPORT AND REVENUE
Admissions & Memberships $ 29,721,447 $ 29,329,719 10% Management & General
Educational Programs 781,253 713,344 .. .
. 8% Fundraising & Membershi
Group Services 1,733,542 1,893,542 SUPPORT AND EXPENSES Developmgnt P
Food & Retail 5,280,967 4,797,393 REVENUE
Contributions** 25,744,742 10,559,538 $47 5 M".LION
Investment Income/(Loss) 4,151,378 4,069,013 $67 5 M".LION ¢
Other 47,994 326,526 °
Total Support and Revenue $ 67,461,323 $ 51,689,075
EXPENSES
Program Services $ 38,770,108 $ 34,714,822
Management & General 4,661,952 4,485,405
Fundraising & Membership Development 4,054,575 4,054,439
Total Expenses $ 47,486,635 $ 43,254,666
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $ 19,974,688 $ 8,434,409
o 44% Admissions & Memberships
NET ASSETS - Beginning of Year $ 99,173,131 $ 90,738,722 g
NET ASSETS - End of Year $ 119,147,819 $ 99,173,131 38% Contributions gt
L]
** Includes revenue with donor restrictions prior to release for Capital Campaign and other o . o
projects of $21,402,086 for 2025 and $4,566,096 for 2024. 12% Food, Merchandise, Experiences

Educational Programs & Hosted Events

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

June 30, 2025 June 30, 2024
ASSETS
Current Assets
Cash & Cash Equivalents $ 7,322,531 $ 4,013,899
Treasury Bills, short-term $ 25,192,099 $  31,615111
Contributions Receivable 610,068 727,240
Other Current Assets 1,208,713 1,224,875
Other Assets
Investments 6,439,514 5,128,781
Endowments 13,233,956 12,044,322
Assets restricted for long-term purposes
Cash 10,299,651 5,072,631
Cash held for endowments 1,374,341 1,041,772
Contributions Receivable 13,180,699 2,506,875
Operating Lease Right-of-Use Assets 213,413 281,661
Property & Equipment, net 47,531,497 41,815,254
Beneficial Interest in Trusts 5,992,591 5,660,567
Other Assets 32,722 34,222
TOTAL ASSETS $ 132,631,795 $ 111,167,210
LIABILITIES

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable & Accrued Expenses  $ 7,932,173 6,447,676
5,330,597 $ 5,259,501

©“r
©*r

Deferred Revenue
Current portion of operating
lease liabilities $ 71,328 $ 65,934
Operating Lease Liabilities,

Net of Current Portion $ 149,878

$ 220,968

Total Liabilities

$ 13,483,976

$ 11,994,079

NET ASSETS
Without donor restrictions $ 82,120,329 $ 79,201,232
With donor restrictions 37,027,490 19,971,899

Total Net Assets

$ 119,147,819

$ 99,173,131

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

$ 132,631,795

$ 111,167,210
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Bill Davis
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